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Medieval Manuscripts from the Library  
of the Monastery of the Canons Regular  

of St Augustine in Żagań:  
Access and Cataloguing

1. The Żagań Project in the Context of CSM Initiatives
In 2022, on the initiative of a nationwide group of medievalists, the Centre for 
Medieval Studies (CSM) was established within the structures of the Catho-
lic University of Lublin under the leadership of Professor Paweł Kras1. On the 
basis of a five-year grant awarded in early 2023 by the Minister of Science and 
Higher Education (2023–2027), several research and inventory projects were 
launched. These include the registration and scholarly study of medieval seals 
in Polish collections (Corpus sigillorum Poloniae, coordinated by Professor 
Marcin Hlebionek), the edition of the Teutonic Order’s correspondence pre-
served in the Geheimes Staatsarchiv Preußischer Kulturbesitz collection in 
Berlin-Dahlem (Epistolae Ordinis Teutonici Sanctae Mariae, quae ad res gestas 
Poloniae spectant, coordinated by Professor Sobiesław Szybkowski), and papal 
documents concerning Poland from the turn of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries (coordinated by Professor Marek Daniel Kowalski).

CSM is also implementing two codicological projects led by the au-
thors of the present study, both devoted to medieval manuscripts held by the 
University Library in Wrocław. The main and primary project concern the 
preparation of a catalogue of medieval manuscripts from the library of the 
monastery of the Canons Regular of St. Augustine in Żagań. The secondary, 
smaller-scale project focuses on selected medieval manuscripts from the Do-
minican monastery in Wrocław.

1	 See the website of the Centre for Medieval Studies (Centrum Studiów Mediewistycznych) – 
www.csm.kul.pl.
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The present article focuses exclusively on the cataloguing project devoted 
to the Żagań manuscripts. Owing the large size of the collection and time 
constraints, it was decided to concentrate on in folio manuscripts, which 
constitute approximately half of the preserved post-monastic collection. The 
main objective of the project is the preparation of a manuscript catalogue 
of the codices, scheduled for traditional print in 2027. In addition, abridged 
descriptions will be made available in online databases.

2. The CSM Codicology Team
In order to process such a large corpus of manuscripts (approximately 350 
volumes across both projects), a team of researchers from various academic 
centres throughout Poland was assembled. It includes both experienced spe-
cialists with long-standing expertise in medieval manuscripts and doctoral 
students taking their first steps in codicology and palaeography. The prima-
ry criteria for selecting collaborators were scholarly qualifications, as well as 
a willingness to share knowledge, skills, and experience with early-career re-
searchers.

A crucial component of the team consists of staff members of the Man-
uscripts Department of the University Library in Wrocław. Thanks to their 
direct access to the manuscripts, they contribute not only to textual analysis 
but also to the preparation of detailed descriptions of the material features of 
most of the codices under study. 

The members of the team (listed alphabetically, with affiliation) are:
Prof. Krzysztof Bracha ( Jan Kochanowski University of Kielce; Institute 

of Literary Research of the Polish Academy of Sciences)
Dr. Michał Broda (University Library in Wrocław)
Dr. Antoine Haaker (University Library in Wrocław)
Dr. Ewelina Kaczor (Catholic University of Lublin – CSM)
Aleksander Kocan MA (University of Wrocław, doctoral student)
Dr. Zdzisław Koczarski (Catholic University of Lublin – CSM)
Łukasz Krzyszczuk MA (University Library in Wrocław; Catholic Uni-

versity of Lublin – CSM)
Dawid Kuriański MA (University Library in Wrocław, doctoral student)
Ewa Orłowska MA (University of Wrocław, doctoral student; The Os-

soliński National Institute Library in Wrocław)
Dr. Adam Poznański (University Library in Wrocław; Catholic Universi-

ty of Lublin – CSM)
Dr. Hanna Rajfura (University of Warsaw)
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Karolina Szula MA (University of Wrocław, doctoral student)
Sławomir Szyller MA (Institute of the History of Science, Polish Acade-

my of Sciences, emeritus)
Dr. hab. Wojciech Świeboda ( Jagiellonian Library in Kraków)
Dr. Ryszard Tatarzyński ( Jagiellonian Library in Kraków, emeritus)
Prof. Anna Zajchowska-Bołtromiuk (Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński Univer-

sity, Warsaw). 
The coordinators of both codicological projects are Professor Jerzy Kaliszuk 

(Institute for the History of Science, Polish Academy of Sciences and Catholic 
University of Lublin – CSM) and Professor Wojciech Mrozowicz (University 
of Wrocław and Catholic University of Lublin – CSM).

In addition, expert support is provided by:
Dr. Ewa Chlebus (tegumentology – research on medieval manuscript 

bindings, as well as for comparative purposes, incunabula bindings from the 
Żagań library monastery)

Dr. Mateusz F. Marszałkowski (art history, especially manuscript deco-
ration)

Dr. Irina Chachulska (music history, especially musical notation)
Prof. Marzena Górecka (medieval German studies, focusing on medieval 

written texts in German)
Expert reports are prepared for manuscripts containing decoration, musi-

cal notation, or German-language texts and glosses. Tegumentological anal-
yses aim to identify the distinctive features of Żagań bindings and thereby to 
characterise the monastery’s bookbinding workshop. Likewise, art-historical 
research on codex decoration seeks to define the decorative practices of the 
Żagań monastic scriptorium. Expert collaboration is planned for the period 
2024–2026, during which the manuscript descriptions are being completed.

3. The Subject of the Project
The selection of the book collection of the monastery of the Canons Reg-
ular of St. Augustine in Żagań (Lower Silesia) as the subject of research 
was deliberate and well justified. The monastery itself was one of the most 
important houses of this congregation in Central Europe. It was founded in 
1217 by Duke Henry the Bearded and his wife, St. Hedwig. Initially located 
in Nowogród Bobrzański, it functioned until around 1261 as a provostry of 
the monastery in Sand Island (Wyspa Piaskowa) in Wrocław, before becom-
ing an independent abbey affiliated with the congregation in Arrouaise. In 
1284, the abbey seat was transferred from Nowogród Bobrzański to Żagań.
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Although the monastery’s history was marked by periods of crisis, in-
ternal reforms carried out during the abbatiates of Trudwin (1325–1347), 
Ludolf (1394–1422), Simon Arnoldi (1450–1468), and Martin Rinkenberg 
(1468–1489) enabled it to regain its former prominence. By the late Middle 
Ages, the monastery had become an important centre of intellectual life. Its 
most distinguished figure was aforementioned abbot Ludolf of Żagań, re-
membered primarily as a conciliarist involved in efforts to restore unity of the 
Church during the Great Western Schism, a critic of the emerging Hussite 
movement, an accomplished chronicler of the schism-afflicted Church, and 
a historian of his own monastery.

The monastery of Żagań was also renowned, among other things, for its 
rich library. Despite substantial losses caused by various disasters: fires and 
looting in the fifteenth century, by the beginning of the early modern period 
it housed over 1,000 volumes, approximately 800 of which were handwritten 
codices. This made it one of the largest book collections in this part of Europe. 
The collection was created primarily through the activity of the monastery’s 
own scriptorium, but it also benefited from intensive contacts with other mo-
nastic centres in Silesia, Poland, Bohemia, and Germany. Catholic refugees 
from Hussite Bohemia were also active in the monastery, and their presence 
left a distinct mark on the Żagań book collection.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, the Żagań monastery, like 
other Silesian monastic institutions, was secularized by the Prussian author-
ities. Its most valuable manuscripts were transferred to Wrocław and even-
tually incorporated into the collections of the Prussian University Library; 
after the Second World War, they became part of the holdings of the Pol-
ish University of Wrocław Library. The furnishings of the former monastic 
library have been preserved in Żagań, along with remnants of the original 
collection, including a small number of modern manuscripts and, above all, 
printed books. These are currently cared for by the parish of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Żagań.

The medieval book collection from Żagań has survived in relatively good 
condition and now comprise 520 volumes dating from the thirteenth to the 
sixteenth century. Among these are 16 manuscripts fragments removed from 
their bindings, known as allegates. It should be emphasized that the Żagań 
codices preserved in the University Library in Wrocław constitute the largest 
historical book collection of monastic origin preserved in contemporary Pol-
ish libraries. The corpus of manuscripts was established on the basis of extant 
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collection catalogues and inventories, both printed2 and manuscript3. Among 
earlier scholarly studies, the works of Carl H. Rother4 and Alfred Świerk5 
proved particularly valuable for identifying manuscripts originating from the 
former Żagań library.

Knowledge of the medieval book collection in Żagań remains incomplete. 
Based on research conducted to date, the collection is dominated, as is typi-
cal for monastic libraries, by religious texts, especially works in biblical stud-
ies, theology, and philosophy. Of particular importance are preaching works, 
many of which were produced in the Żagań monastery itself. Notable au-
thors include Ludolf of Żagań, Andreas Ritter (c. 1440–1480), Bernard Fabri 
(d. ca. 1464), and Henry Honover (active from the second half of the four-
teenth century to early fifteenth century), who was educated at the University 
of Prague, preached in Przemyśl, and later became a canon regular in Żagań.

Historiographical writings also await further study and wider dissemina-
tion. These include fragmentary historical works by Abbot Ludolf, a compila-
tion on the history of Poland by Johannes Wettziger (d. after 1497), a former 
student of Kraków, and the historical and autobiographical notes of Andreas 
Ritter. Although the codices from Żagań are outstanding monuments of me-
dieval book art, they have not yet been subjected to comprehensive analysis 
from this perspective.

Given the number of preserved books and the temporal framework 
of the grant, it was not feasible to begin cataloguing the entire collection 

2	 Die Handschriften der Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Breslau, Bd. 1, Leipzig 1938–
1939; Konstanty Klemens  Jażdżewski, Catalogus manu scriptorum codicum medii aevi 
Latinorum, Vratislaviae 1982.

3	 The Catalogue of the manuscripts of former University Library (so called Göber catalogue) 
(Katalog rękopisów dawnej Biblioteki Uniwersyteckiej, tzw. katalog Göbera), vol. 1–26 – 
now as manuscript in the University Library of Wrocław, shelfmark: Akc. 1967/2.

4	 Carl Heinrich Rother, Ein Ausleihregister der Augustiner Chorherren zu Sagan: ein Bei-
trag zur Geschichte der Bibliothek, Zentralblatt für Bibliothekswesen 43, 1926, pp. 1–22; 
Idem, Das Handschriftenverzeichnis der Augustiner-Propstei Grünberg (i. Schles.) vom 
Jahre 1423, Zeitschrift des Vereins für Geschichte Schlesiens 59, 1925, pp. 102–124.

5	 Alfred Świerk, Średniowieczna biblioteka klasztoru Kanoników Regularnych św. Augus
tyna w Żaganiu [The Medieval Library of the Monastery of the Canons Regular of St Au-
gustine in Żagań], Wrocław 1965; Idem, Schreibstube und Schreiber des Augustiner-Chor-
herren-Stiftes zu Sagan im Mittelalter, Archiv für schlesische Kirchengeschichte 26, 1968, 
pp. 124–140.
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simultaneously. Consequently, a formal criterion based on format, commonly 
used in codicology, was adopted, and the decision was taken to prioritise me-
dieval in folio codices (up to approximately 1526). This group comprises more 
than half of the surviving collection, totalling over 280 medieval codices, in-
cluding allegates.

4. Making the Manuscripts and Research Results Accessible
The CSM project is expected to produce two principal types of outcomes. 
First, manuscripts from the monastic library in Żagań are being made acces-
sible to the public through high-quality digital reproductions, accompanied 
by detailed metadata entered into specialised databases. Second, a traditional 
printed catalogue of the studied collection will be published.

Digitisation, founded by CSM, is being carried out by the Digitisation 
and Digital Services Department of the University Library in Wrocław. Prior 
to the project, the Żagań collection had been digitised only to a very limit-
ed extent, and a small number of manuscripts were available solely through 
low-quality scans derived from black-and-white microfilms. 

One of the major challenges encountered during digitisation concerned 
the conservation of original manuscripts. For preservation reasons, some 
items could not be scanned using standard procedures, which required the 
adoption of alternative solutions. In several cases, the decision was taken to 
photograph the manuscripts instead – a method that, although significantly 
more expensive, is safer from a conservation perspective.

The digitised copies also serve as a form of protection for the original 
manuscripts by enabling unrestricted online access for users. The growing use 
of these resources is reflected both in recent scholarly publications based on 
them and in access statistics.

Access to the digitised manuscripts is provided through the Digital Library 
of the University of Wrocław6. A dedicated thematic collection has been creat-
ed for manuscripts originating from Żagań, available via the Cultural Heritage 
/ Manuscripts section. Each digitised manuscript produced within the CSM 
project includes information on its funding source. At present, more than 250 
manuscripts from the former Żagań monastery are available in digital form.

6	 https://bibliotekacyfrowa.pl/dlibra.
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Manuscripts’ descriptions prepared during the project are entered into 
two online databases: Manuscripta.pl, the nationwide database of medieval 
manuscripts maintained by the Institute for the History of Science of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences, and Pinax, the manuscript database of the Uni-
versity Library in Wrocław7. The project follows a principle of gradual publi-
cation of data, beginning with basic descriptive information and progressing 
towards full, verified descriptions, including detailed content of individual 
manuscripts. This approach is intended to avoid the dissemination of unveri-
fied or inconsistent data. Standardisation and final verification of the descrip-
tions will take place after the completion of the catalogue description phase.

The primary objective of the project is the publication of a catalogue of 
manuscripts originating from Żagań. This volume will constitute the first part 
of the planned multi-part catalogue covering the entire medieval collection. 
The introductory section will include a historical overview of the monastery 
and its library, as well as expert studies devoted to selected aspects of the co-
dices, such as bindings, decoration, musical notation, and German-language 
historical records.

5. Methods of Compiling the Catalogue
The CSM team adopted the cataloguing principles for medieval manuscripts 
developed and applied at the University Library in Wrocław. These princi-
ples stem from the institution’s long-standing tradition of manuscripts cata-
loguing and have been employed in previously published catalogue volumes, 
where they received favourable evaluations in both Polish and international 
scholarship8. One of the coordinators of the present project, Wojciech Mro-
zowicz, contributed to their development as a co-editor and co-author. For 
the current project, the rules were updated, along with the Polish Latin dic-
tionary of specialised codicological terminology by Adam Poznański, which is 
essential for the planned Latin-language edition of the catalogue.

7	 See: www.manuscripta.pl and https://pinax.bu.uni.wroc.pl/prod/ 
8	 Catalogus codicum medii aevi manuscriptorum qui in Bibliotheca Universitatis Wratisla-

viensis asservantur. Codices Milichiani, vol. 1–2, Wratislaviae 1998–2004. The discussion on 
the principles applied see: Marta Hradilová, Setkání kodikologů ve Vratislavi, Studie o ru-
kopisech 28, 1991, pp. 205–206.
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The fundamental assumption underlying the cataloguing methodology is 
the treatment of each codex as an individual entity. Accordingly, each manu-
script is described both as a historical source containing specific texts and as 
unique material artefact.

Each catalogue entry is divided into two main parts. The first concerns 
the identification and description of the individual texts contained in the 
codex, divided into main texts (T) and secondary or additional texts (Ta). 
Identification involves establishing authorship and titles, and each text is 
characterised by its incipit and explicit. Where critical editions or parallel 
manuscript versions exist, they are used to verify the completeness of the 
transmitted text. Particular attention is paid to the specific features relevant 
to the textual tradition of each work. Each textual description concludes 
with bibliographical documentation, including references to editions and 
the most important scholarly literature. Collections of homogeneous texts, 
such as sermons or exempla, are treated analytically, with each component 
described separately.

The second part of the catalogue entry addresses the material aspects of 
the codex, including its morphology. This includes the typology and quire 
structure, the division into constituent parts, the writing material (including 
watermark identification in paper manuscripts), binding, script, and deco-
ration. The description also contains a concise reconstruction of the manu-
script’s history, based on earlier catalogues and shelf marks, ownership in-
scriptions, provenance notes, and other documentary evidence.

This comprehensive approach effectively results in a monographic de-
scription of each manuscript. It is based on the conviction that every medieval 
codex deserves thorough documentation. As a result, many descriptions are 
extensive, sometimes extending to several dozen pages. They provide a foun-
dation for further research in codicology and palaeography and, above all, 
contribute significantly to the study of medieval written culture through the 
exceptionally rich material preserved from Żagań.

6. Scientific and Educational Use of the Żagań Manuscripts
In addition to the codicological results scheduled for the publication in 2027, 
the project has already generated a range of scholarly and educational activ-
ities. Research on the Żagań manuscripts has resulted in publications and 
conference presentations, and their number is expected to grow.
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At present, two articles devoted to the life and work of Abbot Ludolf of 
Żagań merit special attention9. Issues related to monastic self-identification 
in Silesia, with particular emphasis on the community of Canons Regular 
in Żagań, were also discussed in a dedicated section at the 8th Congress of 
Polish Medievalists (Gniezno, 17–20 September 2025). Several dozen partic-
ipants attended the session entitled Sub cuius potestatem? Silesian monks – book 
collections – texts – ideas, during which members of the research team pre-
sented papers based on source materials identified in the course of the CSM 
project10. Publication of the conference proceedings is planned. Further re-
sults will be presented at the forthcoming international conference Ad pennas 
dare. The Canons Regular of St. Augustine and their book collections, to be held in 
Wrocław and Żagań from 17 to 19 June 2026.

An important outcome of the project is the dissemination of knowl-
edge not only about the Żagań manuscripts themselves, but also about 
the methods of working with medieval manuscripts. In 2024, CSM or-
ganised a summer school at the University Library in Wrocław, coordi-
nated by Professor Anna Zajchowska-Bołtromiuk, entitled From Medie-
val Manuscripts to Digital Editions. The programme focused on codicolog-
ical and palaeographical research, culminating in the edition of a selected 
text: Ludolf of Żagań’s synodal sermon Super tribus sceleribus, preserved in 
several manuscript versions. A critical edition of this sermon is current-
ly in preparation. Members of the project team participated as lecturers 

9	 Wojciech Mrozowicz, De schismate Robertino. Nieznany traktat Ludolfa z Żagania 
o początkach Wielkiej Schizmy Zachodniej [De schismate Robertino. An Unknown Trea-
tise by Ludolf of Żagań on the Origins of the Great Western Schism], Roczniki Historyczne 
90, 2024, pp. 77–118; Aleksander Kocan, Reformator, koncyliarysta, historyk. Badania nad 
Ludolfem z Żagania wobec wyzwań współczesnej historiografii [Reformer, Conciliarist, His-
torian: Research on Ludolf of Żagań in the Light of the Challenges of Contemporary Histo-
riography], Analecta. Studia i Materiały z Dziejów Nauki 34, 2025, No. 1, pp. 111–138.

10	 The lectures given during the session: A. Kocan (Karol IV i Wacław IV w twórczości Ludol-
fa z Żagania. Dwa odmienne spojrzenia na władzę [Charles IV and Wenceslaus IV in the 
Works of Ludolf of Żagań: Two Divergent Perspectives on Power]), W. Mrozowicz (Władza 
świecka a życie klasztorne z perspektywy zakonnika z Żagania [Secular Authority and Mo-
nastic Life from the Perspective of a Monk of Żagań]) and D. Kuriański (Twórczość kano
ników regularnych prepozytury zielonogórskiej w cieniu konfliktu z książętami żagańskimi 
[The Literary Activity of the Canons Regular of the Zielona Góra Provostry in the Shadow 
of the Conflict with the Dukes of Żagań]).
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( J. Kaliszuk, W. Mrozowicz, A. Poznański, A. Zajchowska-Bołtromiuk). The 
inaugural lecture was delivered by Wojciech Mrozowicz and was devoted to 
copyists’ notes (Between Piety and Obscenity. On Colophons, Copyists’ Verses, and 
Their Significance in Codicological and Historical Research).

Another educational initiative was the spring school entitled The Scribes of 
the Żagań Monastery in the Second Half of the Fifteenth Century, organised in 
cooperation with Professor Lucie Doležalová (Charles University in Prague) 
and coordinated by Adam Poznański, with cooperation with Wojciech Mro-
zowicz, Ewa Chlebus, Karolina Szula, and colleagues from the Manuscript 
Department of the University of Wrocław Library: Antoine Haaker and 
Dawid Kuriański. The school took place between 7 and 11 April 2025 and 
enabled participants to work directly with selected Żagań manuscripts at the 
University Library in Wrocław. Lectures addressed to the history of the mon-
astery and its book collection (given by A. Poznański, D. Kuriański, K. Szula), 
as well as medieval manuscript binding (E. Chlebus), and were complement-
ed by presentations of original codices.

7. The Significance of the Project
The scholarly significance of the CSM project to catalogue the medieval man-
uscripts from Żagań is paramount. Thanks to this initiative, several hundred 
manuscripts that were previously little known or only marginally recognised 
are now being introduced into academic circulation. Their detailed catalogue 
descriptions will be available alongside high-quality digital images, enabling 
comparative research.

The uniqueness of the Żagań collection results in part from the monas-
tery’s location at the intersection of three: German, Bohemian, and Polish 
cultural spheres, which profoundly shaped the Silesian character and the in-
tellectual and cultural identity of the monastic community. Despite its geo-
graphical distance from the principal intellectual centres of the period, the 
monastery’s canons participated actively in major historical events, including 
the councils of Pisa and Basel. The collection is therefore of exceptional im-
portance for the study of late medieval spiritual culture, particularly in the 
context of debates surrounding the resolution of the Great Western Schism 
and the conciliar movement.

The Żagań Canons Regular also played a significant role in pastoral life, 
especially through preaching. The preserved sermon collections testify to 
a rich and often highly sophisticated homiletic output.
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The Żagań book collection is also distinguished by its linguistic diversity, 
which constitutes an important aspect of its historical and cultural significance. 
In this respect, the monastery may be metaphorically compared to the Tower of 
Babel. Intriguing references to this phenomenon appear in the monastic chron-
icle known as Catalogus abbatum Saganensium. It records, for example, that Ab-
bot Ludolf, who originated from the Lower Saxon town of Einbeck, did not 
understand the local population, who spoke a regional variant of German – the 
Silesian or Żagań language (ligwa, ydeoma). At the same time, Polish was also 
in use among the local community, which led the Canons Regular to appoint a 
dedicated Polish preacher (predicator Polonorum vel Slavorum)11. 

This multilingual environment is directly reflected in the surviving codi-
ces. Although Latin clearly predominates, the manuscripts contain texts as 
well as various types of annotation – such as glosses, marginalia, and rhymes 
– in German, Czech, and Polish, added by both scribes and later readers. 
In addition, some manuscripts preserve protective leaves and binding waste 
containing fragments of texts in Hebrew and Arabic. Particularly noteworthy 
is the survival of a complete Arabic manuscript, dated in the scholarly litera-
ture to 1291, which contains a translation of the Pentateuch accompanied by 
commentary.

Finally, the project has had a tangible impact beyond the academic sphere. 
It has fostered closer cooperation among codicologists working in different 
centres across the Poland and has drawn attention to lesser-known medieval 
book collections. It has also stimulated interest within the local community of 
Żagań, strengthening connections between the town’s inhabitants and their 
historical heritage. This engagement was clearly visible during the workshop 
visit to Żagań in June 2025, where lectures on the monastery and its manu-
scripts were met with considerable interest and enthusiasm.

Jerzy Kaliszuk (Warszawa)
Wojciech Mrozowicz (Wrocław)

11	 See: Catalogus abbatum Saganensium, [in:] Scriptores rerum Silesiacarum, hrsg. G.A. Sten-
zel, Bd. 1, Breslau 1835, pp. 173–528, here p. 231: „Dominus Ludolfus, alienigena, in ligwa 
Sleziana impeditus, etsi in tractatibus et locucionibus ydeoma Saganense minus noverit, 
populo tamen suo per se predicans intelligibiliter satis locutus fuit, Dominus enim dat ver-
bum ewangelizantibus virtute multa”. About the Polish preacher see: ibidem, 229.
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