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The article discusses the creation and transforma-
tion of six settlements in the Ore Mountains and the 
local mining of ore from the end of the 16th century 
to the 18th century. These towns were founded ac-
cording to planned urban concepts and granted a se-
ries of privileges, but they were still plagued by 
many problems, including low outputs from mines, 
demographic problems, as well as socioeconomic 
and environmental factors. Although the towns 
were never abandoned, the localities struggled to 
maintain their urban character and the privileges 
tied to mining. Steps were taken to improve mining 
to develop these localities and maintain their status 
as mining towns (albeit sometimes small), including 
inviting foreign experts. Reports from visits are 
used here as the main source testifying to the condi-
tions in the towns under study.
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Introduction

One of the chapters in settling the Czech Lands is the founding of mining towns in the 
Ore Mountains during the first half of the 16th century. This was part of what Eduard 
Maur called “urbanization before urbanization” in his attempt of an interdisciplinary 
understanding of the founding of towns and migrating to them at a time when most of 
the inhabitants lived in rural areas.1 The wave of founding urban centres in the Ore 
Mountains associated with growth in the economy and the population is often men-
tioned in the literature, as is the statement that prosperity ended after the mid-16th cen-
tury.2 To the contrary, little attention has been paid to the subsequent developments, 
primarily the so-called post-White Mountain period. The only works focusing on the 
Ore Mountains in this period are either regionally focused or are associated with the 
history of mining.3 It is as if the region disappeared from the general narrative in 
17th  and 18th centuries. However, the importance of mining in the later period was 
partially reflected in Jiří Hrbek’s recent work about royal majesty and the residences 
(stays) of sovereigns in the Czech Lands. Festivals in royal cities (not just mining 
towns such as Kutná Hora, Jihlava, Karlovy Vary, and České Budějovice) included 
representatives of miners, mine overseers, and mining officials, and not in insignificant 
positions.4

In this article, I will focus on the development of six localities (Měděnec, Horní 
Blatná, Boží Dar, Hora Sv. Šebestiána, Výsluní, and Místo), which were founded at the 
very beginning of the Early Modern Period according to similar, rather grandiose 
urban concepts, but that underwent rather slow progress over the next two to three 

1  Pavla HORSKÁ – Eduard MAUR – Jiří MUSIL, Zrod velkoměsta. Urbanizace českých 
zemí a Evropa, Praha 2002, p. 54.

2  Petr JANČÁREK, Města českého Krušnohoří v  předbělohorské době, Ústí nad Labem 
1971; most recently Michaela HRUBÁ – Jan ROYT – Táňa ŠIMKOVÁ, The Mining Towns of the 
Bohemian Ore Mountains in the Early Modern Period and Their Impact on Cultural History, Praha 
– Ústí nad Labem 2023, pp. 17–31. For more general works, cf.  Václav BŮŽEK et al., Společnost 
českých zemí v raném novověku. Struktury, identity, konflikty, Praha 2010, p. 122; P. HORSKÁ – 
E. MAUR – J. MUSIL, Zrod velkoměsta (see note 1), pp. 83–64; Ludmila FIALOVÁ – Pavla HOR-
SKÁ – Milan KUČERA – Eduard MAUR – Jiří MUSIL – Milan STLOUKAL, Dějiny obyvatelstva 
českých zemí, Praha 1996, pp. 92–94.

3  Michal URBAN et al., Horní města Krušných hor. Ústecký kraj, Sokolov 2015; Michal 
URBAN et al., Horní města Krušných hor. Karlovarský kraj, Sokolov 2014; Jiří MAJER, Rudné 
hornictví v Čechách, na Moravě a ve Slezsku, Praha 2004; Jaroslav BÍLEK – Jan URBAN – Ladi-
slav JANGL, Dějiny hornictví na Chomutovsku, Chomutov 1976; Lukáš SLÁMA, Military Role of 
the Ore Mountains in Thirty Years‘ War, Przegląd Zachodniopomorski 34, 2019, no. 4, pp. 101–123, 
https://doi.org/10.18276/pz.2019.4-05.

4  Jiří HRBEK et al., Panovnický majestát. Habsburkové jako čeští králové v 17. a 18. století, 
Praha 2021, pp. 301 and 418.
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centuries (although development was different in each settlement). The problematic 
nature of sustainable development reared its head shortly after the founding of the 
towns. This is not just today’s concept of environmental sustainability however, but 
a more general developmental trend including economic factors (dependence on trans-
port, opportunities to support oneself including mining, etc.), demographics, and the 
development of the locality in the context of its environmental conditions.

The first part of the text will cover the creation of the settlements, while the 
second will focus on their development in about 1620–1750 using visit reports by 
mining officials and other sources.5 On the other hand, it must be noted that a detailed 
historical-demographic analysis that would better explain the period would exceed the 
scope of this study and can be considered the next step in research about settlements in 
the Ore Mountains during the Early Modern Period. The goal of this paper is to thema-
tize the development of these location in relation to mining and alternative options for 
a means of subsistence, noting where the original idea of a functional (mining) town 
was sustainable over the long term. Based on the sources associated with mining I will 
argue that the hope for future mining profits was one of the important factors prevent-
ing these towns from becoming primarily rural.

The Founding of Towns in the Ore Mountains

Mining and metallurgy (and the founding of mining towns) was shrouded in a certain 
myth even in the Early Modern Period. As shown by Tina Asmussen and Pamela 
O. Long using the example of Andreas Ryff (1550–1603), the narrative of the time 
stated that miners came to places “where nobody lives except wild animals, snakes, 
toads, and other kinds of vermin”. Only mining allowed these areas to be “cleaned up, 
levelled out, planted, and cultivated, inhabited by people and cattle, towns and villages 
are built, lovely gardens established, and instead of the wild creatures a new world is 
being created, commerce and trade are carried out, and divine worship with churches 
and schools are highly regarded and supported.”6 This narrative states that miners 
came to barren lands they then cultivated. Simultaneously, the use of metals (made 
possible by mining) and the art of their processing was considered proof of the matu-
rity of European culture, which was contrasted with first nations, primarily in South 
America, which did not master it. Metals and their use were considered to have a civi-

5  See also the periodization by UNESCO for the Ore Mountains region: third extraction 
period “War and Renewal” (1620–1750): https://www.montanregion-erzgebirge.de/en/world-herita-
ge-experience/mining-region-for-mining-specialists/mining-periods.html [accessed on 15. 5. 2023].

6  Cited according to Tina ASMUSSEN – Pamela O. LONG, Introduction: The cultural and 
material worlds of mining in early modern Europe, Renaissance Studies 34, 2020, no. 1, pp. 8–30, 
https://doi.org/10.1111/rest.12581, here pp. 8–9.
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lizational effect.7 Mining towns that produced metals were thus held in high regard. 
Concurrently, these localities were associated with a hope for economic prosperity. 
As I will try to show, the reality was often well behind the expectations, which were 
often based on past yields.

Although mining settlements in the Ore Mountains were founded in the Middle 
Ages, the expansion of mining activities associated with the founding of urban settle-
ments (mining towns) only happened around 1500.8 New scientific discoveries and the 
latest technologies were used in the mining of the time. Besides sophisticated equip-
ment to pump water and ventilate the mines, a series of methods advanced for their 
time were used to extract metals from the ore. There was even a partial use of alchemy 
and its further development.9 The operation of mines also required advanced organiza-
tion and division of labour and logistics, as well as complicated capital operations. In 
this respect, mining largely reflected technical (logistic) maturity as noted by the con-
temporary authors.

Notably, the leading individuals involved in mining were in contact with the 
intellectual elites of the time. It appears that most of the stakeholders in mining were 
aware of the possible problems and attempted to adapt operations at the mining locali-
ties to maximize their possible development.10 This is associated with the establish-
ment of the necessary urban infrastructure. Mining also demanded a large amount of 

7  T. ASMUSSEN – P. O. LONG, Introduction (see note 6), p. 10.
8  On research of the older period with general overlaps to the study of mountain locations 

cf.  Eva ČERNÁ – Tomáš KLÍR, Osídlení Krušných hor v mladším středověku a raném novověku. 
Kontext a cíle interdisciplinárního výzkumu, in: Středověká Evropa v pohybu. K poctě Jana Klápště, 
edd. Ivana Boháčová – Petr Sommer, Praha 2014, pp. 105–118; Tomáš KLÍR, Osídlení horských 
oblastí Čech ve středověku a raném novověku – východiska interdisciplinárního výzkumu, Archeo-
logia historica 35, 2010, no. 1–2, pp. 373–391; on the towns see Michaela HRUBÁ, Poddanská 
města v  kontextu urbanizace severních a  severozápadních Čech do konce pozdního středověku, 
Ústecký sborník historický, 2013, no. 1–2, pp.  7–19; Jan HANZLÍK, Město a  jeho koncept, in: 
Proměny montánní krajiny. Historické sídelní a montánní struktury Krušnohoří, ed. Petr Bohdálek, 
Loket 2013, pp. 76–81

9  Warren Alexander DYM, Alchemy and Mining: Metallogenesis and Prospecting in Early 
Mining Books, Ambix 55, 2008, no. 3, pp. 232–254, https://doi.org/10.1179/174582308X358105; 
John A. NORRIS, Auß Quecksilber und Schwefel Rein: Johann Mathesius (1504–65) and Sulfur-
Mercurius in the Silver Mines of Joachimstal, Osiris 29, 2014, pp.  35–48, https://doi.
org/10.1086/678095.

10  The research repeatedly notes texts by Ulrich Rülein von Calw, Georgius Agricola, and 
other authors where these risks and their possible solutions are described. From the latest see: Sarah 
CLAIRE, The Ore Mountains Mining Area in Bohemia: A Reservoir of Silver Resources in Central 
Europe in the Sixteenth Century, Global Environment 15, 2022, no. 1, pp.  47–70, https://doi.
org/10.3197/ge.2022.150103; Paweł CEMBRZYŃSKI, The Ecology of Mining. Human-environ-
mental Relations in the Medieval and Early Modern Mining in Central Europe, Kwartalnik Historii 
Kultury Materialnej 67, 2019, no. 1, pp. 17–39, https://doi.org/10.23858/KHKM67.2019.1.002.
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human and animal labour in the mine itself and in the immediate vicinity. This large 
amount of people that needed to be housed (or stabled in the case of animals) and fed 
to avoid social upheaval also required living quarters in appropriate areas and the pre-
vention of infectious diseases spreading. These are the main reasons why renaissance-
inspired urbanism was used in mining localities, which was not dissimilar to techno-
cratic (post-) Enlightenment thinking.11 Efforts to register the local population under-
lined the implementation of registries (Matriken) in line with the Saxon example.12 It’s 
also true that mining towns were a specific type of urban settlement whose peculiarities 
included a close tie to the source of the mined ore.13 This could have led to founding 
settlements in rather inappropriate conditions.14 On the other hand, these towns re-
ceived a  number of privileges reflecting the lord’s interest in mining. Despite all 
efforts, it was Fortuna who decided the success of the projects, as she represented 
hope, risk, and the luck associated with mining metals at the time; and receiving her 
favour was impossible without upholding fundamental Christian virtues.15 Ethical 
aspects were thus often discussed and associated with mining, which was also reflected 
in the appearance of mining towns. 

A certain example for the six towns was Saxony’s Marienberg (founded in 
1521), which also had its own predecessor, both in the Ore Mountains (Annaberg 
founded in 1496), as well as in other parts of Europe. Both were founded by Ulrich 
Rülein von Calw, a scholar associated with the Leipzig University and with Ore Moun-
tain mining towns, as well as the author of works about mining and preventing infec-
tious diseases. While the younger Marienberg is a prime example of planned urbaniza-
tion, it must be noted that the case of Annaberg already saw the participation of “viri 
prudentes […] architectique industrii” on the founding of the town and a demand for 

11  The alternative remains the more or less organically developed construction of older set-
tlements that could have acquired municipal rights. Besides the historical development, the relief of 
the terrain could have played a role in preventing the development of an urbanistic ideal.

12  The oldest registries in Bohemia include Jáchymov (1531), Horní Blatná (1541), and 
Abertamy (1544) – cf.  Ludmila FIALOVÁ – Pavla HORSKÁ – Milan KUČERA – Eduard MAUR 
– Jiří MUSIL – Milan STLOUKAL, Dějiny obyvatelstva českých zemí, Praha 1996, p. 78.

13  On the typology of towns in Early Modern Europe see also Heinz STOOB, Frühneuzeitli-
che Städtetypen, in: Die Stadt. Gestalt und Wandel bis zum industriellen Zeitalter, ed. Heinz Stood, 
Köln 1979, pp. 195–215.

14  Typical problems include a  lack of arable land, which led to dependence on imported 
agricultural products and a higher level of specialization in non-agrarian production.

15  This may be a rather generally widespread phenomenon, but it appears in association with 
mining rather often (like with war and sailing): Tina ASMUSSEN, Glück auf! Fortuna und Risiko 
im frühneuzeitlichen Bergbau, FKW. Zeitschrift für Geschlechterforschung und visuelle Kultur 60 
(Riskante Versprechen. Erfolg und Scheitern in der Vormodernce, edd. Eva Brugger – Maike 
Christadler), 2016, pp. 30–41, https://doi.org/10.57871/fkw602016.
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Fig. no 1. A plan of Marienberg from 1730 shows the adherence to the urban concept of regular 
structures founded two centuries earlier. – Source: SLUB Dresden, Anonym, 1730, Signatur: KS 
A14455. Available at: https://www.deutschefotothek.de/documents/obj/70400332 [accessed on 

15. 5. 2023].
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the “ordentliche zusammenfügen” of the town from Saxon Duke George the Bearded 
(1471–1539).16 Expert knowledge also played an important role not just during mining 
itself, but also in associated activities including founding settlements. 

The idea of an ideal city (one that has a regular network of streets and built-up 
blocks) that circulated in Renaissance Europe in the 16th century was also utilized in 
semi-peripheral areas.17 One of the important aspects of this kind of urbanism was the 
idea of relations between the urban (urbanistic) and social order, which means an 
absence of social conflicts and everyone working toward the common good in a per-
fectly designed and built town.18 It may be the combination of urbanism and so-called 
“social engineering” (here, primarily based on the effort to enforce discipline and hold 
social control using a  regularly organized space) was attractive for the founding of 
mining towns that expected dynamic expansion.

The massive influx of people into a single locality was a known phenomenon at 
the time. These people were often poor and motivated by the vision of quick profit, and 
they lived in rather dismal conditions. Furthermore, mining attracted speculators and 
outright frauds. On the other hand, the founders of the towns – both sovereign and 
noble – had an interest in maintaining order (having an overview of the population and 
administering the mines) and in the associated collection of taxes and other prescribed 
subsidies. Besides that, representatives of lay power guaranteed social order and the 
common good, which was associated with being responsible for public health and to 
a certain extent for the yields of mining as well.19 It’s therefore no surprise that Saxon 
electors and founders on the Czech side decided to use a town design with a regular 

16  Klaus KRATZSCH, Bergstädte des Erzgebirges. Städtebau und Kunst zur Zeit der Refor-
mation, München 1972, p. 55.

17  Helen ROSENAU, The ideal city – its architectural evolution in Europe, Cambridge 
1983, pp. 42–67. Besides the Ore Mountains (where ore was extracted to be sold and used in more 
significant centres), ideal towns were also built on the Habsburg-Ottoman border in the 16th century 
(Nové Zámky), as well as in the Venetian Republic (Palmanova, partially Nicosia) or in the Polish 
Red Ruthenia region (Zamość). Today, most of these towns are including on the UNESCO list of 
heritage sites.

18  Spiro KOSTOF, The city shaped. Urban patterns and meanings through history, Boston 
1991, p. 99. This idea found use later as well, such as when settling Banat (Karl-Peter KRAUSS, 
Ideal und Praxis des neuen Dorfes in den Neoacquistica-Gebieten. Vermessung und Ertragsopti-
mierung, in: Beschreiben und Vermessen. Raumwissen in der östlichen Habsburgermonarchie im 
18. und 19. Jahrhundert, edd. Reinhard Johler – Josef Wolf, Berlin 2020, pp. 427–461).

19  P. JANČÁREK, Města českého Krušnohoří (see note 2), p. 43; Tina ASMUSSEN, The 
Kux as a Site of Mediation: Economic Practices and Material Desires in the Early Modern German 
Mining Industry, in: Sites of Mediation. Connected Histories of Places, Processes, and Objects in 
Europe and Beyond 1450–1650, edd. Susanna Burghartz – Lucas Burkhart – Christine Göttler, Lei-
den 2016, pp.  157–182, here p.  173; Paul WARDE, The Invention of Sustainability, Cambridge 
2018, p. 21.
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network of roads and built-up blocks that came from the leading scholars of the time. 
This type of town should have guaranteed good economic and social conditions and 
prevent moral decay, illness, and crime. Moreover, towns associated with mining and 
processing ores used the concept of the ideal town and carefully planned urbanism in 
the later period as well.20

The Saxon town of Marienberg was an example followed by the six towns that 
are the focus of this study.21 The town’s concept represents the combination of two 
traditions: The first comes from founding German towns in the 12th–14th century, and 
the second is related to the ideals of the Italian Renaissance. While Italian humanists 
preferred radial symmetry in their treatises, the easier axial symmetry that gives an 
order and rhythm to the network of streets was used in the Ore Mountains. The centre 
of the town was a  four-sided square that the surrounding streets in the corners and 
along the sides emptied into (two in the corners, one in the middle), for a  total of 
12 streets. Other applications of the Marienberg model could have been used in partial 
modifications dependent on local conditions and needs. The most appropriate area for 
founding these settlements was a highland plateau that allowed for the development of 
the plans of the lokators of the time. Several towns were founded very close the Ore 
Mountain fault which provided enough flat space and relatively enough water (depen
dent on local or microregional precipitation).22

The outlines of the towns studied reflect the fact that the Ore Mountains opera
ted as a united cultural and economic space.23 The localities to be discussed include 
Měděnec (founded in 1520), Hora Sv. Šebestiána (between 1529 and 1549), Boží 
Dar (1533), Horní Blatná (1534), Výsluní (between 1543 and 1547), and Místo (be-
tween 1538 and 1549), which belong here with a certain qualification.24 All these set-

20  For the Czech context, see Alexandr NĚMEC – Roman HÁJEK, Sídliště Kladno-
Rozdělov. Historie, architektura, urbanismus a všední život, Kladno 2018; Matěj SPURNÝ, Most do 
budoucnosti. Laboratoř socialistické modernity na severu Čech, Praha 2016; Martin STRAKOŠ, 
Nová Ostrava a její satelity. Kapitoly z dějin architektury 30.–50. let 20. století, Ostrava 2010.

21  K. KRATZSCH, Bergstädte des Erzgebirges (see note 16), pp. 13–54; Ulrich THIEL, Die 
Bergstädte des sächsischen Erzgebirges, in: Glaube und Macht. Sachsen im Europa der Reforma-
tionszeit. Aufsätze, edd. Harald Marx – Cecilie Hollberg, Dresden 2004, pp. 91–102.

22  The distribution of water was enabled by the Blatenský příkop (Plattner Kunstgraben) – 
Stanislav BURACHOVIČ, Technická památka Blatenský příkop, České památky. Časopis pro 
přátele památek a historie 13, 2002, no. 2, pp. 8–10.

23  Bez hranic. Umění v Krušnohoří mezi gotikou a renesancí, edd. Jan Klípa – Michaela 
Ottová, Praha 2015. On the transfer of rights from Saxony to the Czech part of the Ore Mountains, 
see Wilhelm WEIZSÄCKER, Sächsisches Bergrecht in Böhmen. Das Joachimsthaler Bergrecht des 
16. Jahrhunderts, Reichenberg 1929.

24  For these towns, see Michal VOKURKA, Měděnec. Krušné hory jako laboratoř pozdního 
feudalismu, Ústecký sborník historický, 2019, no. 2, pp. 7–30; Petr RAK, Městské lokace Šebestiána 
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tlements were founded during the rapid development of mining with the vision of fast 
growth and they became small towns in the space of about 30 years.25 It can be said of 
most that it was rare they had more than a couple of hundred inhabitants. Horní Blatná 
was a short-term exception as during its greatest development (around the year 1570) 
it has about 2,000 inhabitants.

These towns with their characteristic chessboard structure are a conspicuous 
group. But even seemingly organic towns such as Jáchymov and Hora Svaté Kateřiny 
often had carefully surveyed plots or underwent urbanistic renovation (i.e. Přísečnice 
around 1548).26 Only the relief of the land didn’t allow for a more rigorous application 
of the symmetric ideal and instead demanded the adaptation of the streets to the local 
conditions. There was a certain advantage to building on a green field, which was most 
probably the case of the majority of the studied localities and thus no regard had to be 
taken for older buildings.

The founders of the towns studied included Saxon Elector Johann Friedrich 
(who had Boží Dar and Horní Blatná founded), as well as nobles active on the Czech-
Saxon border – specifically Šebestián of Veitmile (around 1490–1549; Hora 
Sv. Šebestiána), Hans Fictum / Vitzthum (Měděnec), and later also Šebestián (Místo) 
and Bohuslav Felix (Výsluní) Hasištejnský of Lobkovice.27 Outside the Ore Moun-
tains, the founding of Jiřetín pod Jedlovou (Sankt Georgenthal) by Georg of Schleinitz 
(?–1585) around the mid-16th century also deserves mention. The framework of prop-
erty relations stabilized during the 16th century: two of the towns remained in the hands 
of the nobles (Měděnec and Místo), while the other four became free royal mining 
towns.

z Weitmile, Ústecký sborník historický, 2014, no. 1–2, pp. 7–27; as well as the associated sections 
in the books by M. Urban et al. (see note 3).

25  Eduard Maur differentiates between the founding and development of these towns into 
two waves, with the first (Měděnec, Horní Blatná, and Boží Dar) ending mid-century, while the 
second came in 1550–1570 and is associated with the effort to find new deposits (Hora Svatého 
Šebestiána, Výsluní, and Místo): E. MAUR, Zrod (see note 1), p. 81; cf.  M. HRUBÁ – J. ROYT – 
T. ŠIMKOVÁ, The Mining Towns (see note 2), pp. 27–29.

26  Martin VOLF – Lubomír ZEMAN, Krušnohorská architektura a urbanismus. Nové po-
znatky k počátkům horního města Jáchymova, in: Dějiny staveb 2016. Sborník příspěvků z konfe-
rence Dějiny staveb, Plzeň 2016, pp. 220–228; Jiří CRKAL – Martin VOLF, Počátky a vývoj osíd-
lení horního města Přísečnice, Archeologia historica 41, 2016, no. 2, pp.  375–389, https://doi.
org/10.5817/AH2016-2-19, here p. 381; P. RAK, Městské lokace (see note 24), p. 12.

27  On the Fictums and other families in the Czech-Saxon border area, see Lenka BOBKO-
VÁ, Cizí šlechta usazená v severních Čechách do poloviny 17. století, in: Život na šlechtickém sídle 
v 16.–18. století, ed. Lenka Bobková, Ústí nad Labem 1992, pp. 99–113; Bohuslav Felix Hasištejnský 
of Lobkovice also acted as the landshauptmann in Jáchymov and a military commander in the serv-
ice of Ferdinand I. – Petr VOREL, Velké dějiny zemí Koruny české, Svazek VII. 1526–1618, Praha 
– Litomyšl 2005, p. 160.
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Table 1. An overview of town founders, elevation of the towns’ status,
and the main metals mined.

Name Founder Founded Market Town Town Royal Town Main Metals

Výsluní
/Sonnenberg

Bohuslav Felix 
Hasištejnský of 

Lobkovice
1543–1547 1565 1584 1597 Ag, Fe

Hora Sv. Šebestiána
/Sebastianberg

Sebastian of 
Veitmile before 1549 1558 1561 (1563) 1597 Ag, Cu, Sn

Měděnec
/Kupferberg

Hans Fictum / 
Vitzthum 1520 1520 1588 – Cu, Ag, Fe

Boží Dar
/Gottesgab

Johann Friedrich 
of Saxony 1529 1533 1546 1580 Ag, Sn, As

Horní Blatná
/Platten

Johann Friedrich 
of Saxony 1533 1534 1548 1548 Sn, Ag, Co, Fe

Místo
/Platz

Šebestián 
Hasištejnský of 

Lobkovice
1538–1549 before 1570 – – Fe, Ag, Au

Development in 1620–1750

While a unified urbanistic concept and the same motivations are clear in the founding 
of the towns, further development was more individual. The common denominator 
remained mining, or more precisely hope in its success, and a lack of development (or 
non-development) of the towns (construction, demographics, social structure, etc.). 
When researching the (non-) development of the towns, it is important to note the ad-
ministrative structure. Free mining towns and the small towns of Boží Dar and Horní 
Blatná were overseen by the supreme mining authority (Oberbergamt) in Jáchymov, 
while Hora Svatého Šebestiána and Výsluní fell under the authority in Přísečnice. The 
situation of Měděnec and Místo, which were subjected to patrimonial authorities, were 
completely different as each belonged to a different lord and were peripheral localities 
for their owners (although in Měděnec the lord’s support for mining played a major 
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Fig. no. 2. The plans (second quarter of the 19th century) show various levels of development of 
the six settlements in the Ore Mountains that were founded using nearly the same urbanistic model. 

– Source: Český úřad zeměměřický a katastrální, Císařské povinné otisky stabilního katastru. 
Available at: https://ags.cuzk.cz/archiv/ [accessed on 15. 5. 2023].

role). On the contrary, Místo in the Ahníkov domain encountered a series of difficulties 
and the development of this locality remained unfulfilled for the founder.

One of the characteristics of developments in the 17th–18th centuries is the sig-
nificant decline in mining activities compared with the 16th century. There were se
veral reasons for this, which included reduced accessibility to mining locations and 
partial depletion of those that were easy to reach, as well as the overall socioeconomic 
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situation and the climate (i.e. the Little Ice Age).28 Problems with logistics, financing, 
and access to ore surfaced in the second half of the 16th century, which was a pheno
menon typical throughout the Ore Mountains. Geology also played a role, as rich mi
neral deposits on the Czech side of the Ore Mountains were on the surface and just 
underneath, but mining was more difficult and pushed yields lower in deeper pro-
files.29 As most heretofore research has concentrated on the 16th century (with most 
attention understandably going to the exceptional case of Jáchymov), it is appropriate 
to subject subsequent events to historical analysis and ask how the actors dealt with 
the new conditions, reduced economic success, and how this manifested in the locali-
ties under study.

Operating low-yield mining was partially based on hope for better times and the 
efforts by burghers to maintain the status of a mining town that brought several privi-
leges. The idea of metals growing in the subterranean appears up to the 18th century.30 
However, prospecting still took place and new mines were occasionally opened. Tech-
nological advancements allowing for the more effective extraction of raw materials, in 
locations that previously would have been unprofitable or where it was technically 
impossible, were also important. It is important to consider that some metals were 
simply needed and thus were mined even in the face of high costs and low yields to 
limit their import. 

During the Thirty Years’ War, there was an effort to protect mining towns using 
protective documents (salva guardia) that forbid billeting soldiers in selected loca-
tions. These documents were issued to the towns under study by the emperor (repeat-
edly, especially in the 1640s),31 the Saxon Elector’s commissioners for the Cheb and 
Loket regions (1632 for Jáchymov, Horní Blatná, Boží Dar, and Abertamy),32 as well 
as Swedish General Lennart Torstensson (1646 for Horní Blatná and the surrounding 

28  Miroslav HROCH – Josef PETRÁŇ, 17. století – krize feudální společnosti?, Praha 1976, 
pp. 246–258; Daniel R. HEADRICK, Humans versus Nature. A Global Environmental History, Ox-
ford 2020, pp. 187–190.

29  M. URBAN et al., Horní města Krušných hor. Ústecký kraj (see note 3), p. 8; P. JAN
ČÁREK, Města českého Krušnohoří (see note 2), pp. 57–62.

30  W. A. DYM, Alchemy and Mining (see note 9), p. 238.
31  For example Státní okresní archiv (further SOkA) Karlovy Vary, Archiv města Horní 

Blatná, Listina města Horní Blatná L91, 18. 9. 1641 (mistakenly dated 18. 2. in the archive invento-
ry) and 30. 2. 1643. Available at: https://www.portafontium.eu/contents/charter/soap-kv/horni-blat-
na. [accessed on 15. 5. 2023]. Both documents were about the entire area that reported to the mining 
office in Jáchymov, which also included Horní Blatná, Boží Dar, and Oloví.

32  SOkA Karlovy Vary, Archiv města Horní Blatná, Listina města Horní Blatná L91, 4. 1. 
1632. Available at: https://www.portafontium.eu/iipimage/30350052 [accessed on 15. 5. 2023]. The 
document is signed by exiles Hans Georg Colonna of Fels (?–1634), Niclas from Glogen (1565–
1639) and Wolf Adam Pachelbel (1599–1649) named as “commissioners”.
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settlements – Waldhäuser).33 However, these efforts supported by exemptions from 
contributions (but in reality both were violated), could not reverse the overall unfa-
vourable situation where the war was only one of the influential factors.

Protective documents were another in a series of privileges that mining towns 
received. This was a  legislative method of supporting mining, or at least mitigating 
impacts of the continually deteriorating state of mining and its low yields.34 Preferred 
localities received economic and political privileges from their founding, the primary 
goal of which was to attract new inhabitants, to prevent their drain, lower the costs of 
food staples, and to increase the free capital that could be allocated to mining. In prac-
tice, this may not have been a continual development during which privileges were 
simply accumulated. Subject towns were temporarily limited in their freedoms (usu-
ally after a transfer of ownership), which could have been subsequently renewed or 
modified. Měděnec can act as an example where limitations to the amount of property 
that could be removed from the town were set in 1665–1674, as well as prohibition on 
people moving and regulations regarding the processing of meat and the brewing of 
beer.35 The rub of economic privileges was the creation of jobs outside mining, spe-
cifically in the production of crafts and food, which led to a change in the professional 
structure (this is associated with the cliché of the time that said there were more farm-
ers than miners in the mountains). The development of crafts (and guilds) in mining 
towns represented an alternative to volatile employment in mining while preventing 
the import of finished products, which partially helped limit the drain of inhabitants. 
On the other hand, it’s true that craftsmen and subsistence farmers often attempted 
mining activities on their own at least in a small scale and at their own or at municipal 
costs. 

Another effect of the privileges was political emancipation, which under cer-
tain conditions could lead (and at the end of the 16th century also in several cases led) 
to buying themselves out of subjugation. However, that also meant the loss of their 
protector and investor, which were roles the lord could have fulfilled. It was difficult to 
find sufficient finances and people needed to continue mining operations, especially 
during the Thirty Years’ War and shortly afterwards. Conflicts also came from the “Re-
newed Land Ordinance” (Obnovené zřízení zemské / Verneuerte Landesordnung), 
which was very unpopular with the politically emancipated urban elites, usually Lu-
therans. Re-Catholicization efforts, though they might have been undertaken in the 
mostly Lutheran Ore Mountains with great care, drove many inhabitants into neigh-

33  SOkA Karlovy Vary, Archiv města Horní Blatná, Listina města Horní Blatná L91, 28. 1. 
1641 (this is a copy of a document issued several days earlier). Available at: https://www.portafonti-
um.eu/iipimage/30350056 [accessed on 15. 5. 2023].

34  P. JANČÁREK, Města českého Krušnohoří (see note 2), p. 61.
35  SOkA Chomutov, Archiv města Měděnec, listina 1, Potvrzení privilegií města Měděnec 

1674.
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bouring Saxony where the emigres could find work in the newly founded Johanngeor-
genstadt.36 These changes contributed to the overall decline in the number of inhabit-
ants in the towns under study between cca 1600–1650. It was recorded that about 100 
of the wealthiest inhabitants left Horní Blatná around 1653.37

A series of factors were reflected in the demographics of the towns that in the 
end worked against the otherwise general demographic growth that existed but was not 
as pronounced as elsewhere. Besides the decline in mining activities and limited 
options for work, the demographics reacted to every disturbance that arrived in the 

36  Alexander SCHUNKA, „St. Johanngeorgenstadt zu kurfürstlicher Durchlaucht unsterbli-
chem Nachruhm“. Stadtgründung und städtische Traditionsbildung in der Frühen Neuzeit, Neues 
Archiv für sächsische Geschichte 74/75, 2003/2004, pp.  175–206. Mining towns were removed 
from the list of subjects according to confession and special commissioner Niclas of Schönberg was 
established for their recatholicization (Eliška ČÁŇOVÁ (ed.), Soupis poddaných podle víry z roku 
1651. Loketsko, Praha 1993, p. 4).

37  M. URBAN et al., Horní města Krušných hor. Karlovarský kraj (see note 3), p. 89. The 
departure of important producers was confirmed by the study of individual industries: Ludmila 
KUBÁTOVÁ, Dolování cínu na Hornoblatensku, Historický sborník Karlovarska 3, 1995, pp. 79–
109, here pp. 81 and 88; Stanislav BURACHOVIČ, Výroba kobaltové barvy na Hornoblatensku, 
Historický sborník Karlovarska 2, 1994, pp. 129–149, here p. 131.

Fig. no. 3. A map of the studied mining towns and their surroundings. Names of the analyzed 
towns are highlighted. – Created by: Michal Vokurka (2023).
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form of war, crop failures, epidemics, and climate changes. Demographics were very 
important to the sovereign and the lords as the economic theory of the time stated that 
success was impossible without high population density. Efforts to renew the prospe
rity of mines went hand-in-hand with those to attract people to the mountains, which 
was supposed lead to the complex development and prosperity of the localities. Vari-
ous visitation commissions and inspectors were thus dispatched to the mining towns to 
ascertain advancements. Their reports offer a fascinating view into the development of 
mining settlements and its reflection by the administrators. In the following text, I will 
point out on the description of the mining towns. However, a further analysis of the 
reports will be needed in the future.

Visits to Mining Towns by Inspectors and Commissions – Identification 
of the Problems as the First Step to Their Solution

The first visit in the studied period could be the one associated with the preparation of 
the Berní rula (1654) that listed all tax obligations in the Kingdom of Bohemia. Be-
sides the population levels, some cases include written commentary that usually no-
tices the quality of the homes and the livelihoods of the inhabitants. The edition of the 
Berní rula includes comments for Výsluní, Hory Sv. Šebestiána, and Měděnec, prima-
rily noticing their poor fields and the importance of crafts. There are also references to 
growing herbs, and while mining was taking place, there was not much success.38

1665 can be considered a certain milestone. Symbolically, it’s when the Schlik 
family left the Ore Mountains after being associated with the region for several centu-
ries. Their domain was purchased by the dukes of Saxe-Lauenburg, a noble house rela-
tively new to Bohemia and they were connected to large markets in Nuremberg and 
Hamburg. The Saxe-Lauenburgs (and the Margraves of Baden after them from 1689) 
had their main residence in Ostrov and owned not just Měděnec, but also the mining 
town of Pernink.39 They were also interested in mining and maintained contacts with 
the burghers of Jáchymov and mining officials because the duke of Saxe-Lauenburg 

38  In Výsluní “there were few fields, and they were poor, their [i.e. of the inhabitants] lives 
are made in brews, trades, and mostly from spice like angelica […], silver and iron, which they mine 
and extract”. In Hora Sv. Šebestiána they “performed mining”, but it was also true the inhabitants 
made their lives through “trades, crafts, and brews” – Marie LIŠKOVÁ (ed.), Berní rula. Svazek 33. 
Kraj Žatecký, Praha 1954, pp.  541 and 544. In  Měděnec it was “mines of silver with 2, 1, and  
a ½ cux, but no benefit came of it” – EADEM (ed.), Berní rula. Svazek 32. Kraj Žatecký, Praha 1954, 
p. 134.

39  On their property, see Michal VOKURKA, Barokní krajinotvorba na sasko-lauenbur-
ských panstvích 1635–1740, Praha 2022.
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had a certain difficulty acquiring the village of Arnoldov (Arletzgrün), as this caused 
a halt to charcoal deliveries for the forges in the Jáchymov district.40

The second important event of 1665 was the registration of mining report 
after touring mines in royal mining towns.41 The report did not lead to investments 
by the chamber, but it did try to identify the fundamental problems in post-war mining. 
These were still attributed to the effects of the Thirty Years’ War to great extent, as the 
mining towns were left in “höchste Armut”.42 Some blame was also aimed at Jewish 
traders whose activities were said to keep the inhabitants of mining towns in poverty. 
The Reformation is listed as a negative factor in Boží Dar, where it is said to have led 
to the abandonment of mines. This town along with nearby Horní Blatná were labelled 
as “sehr depopuliret und verwüestet”; which then led to the subsequent problem of 
collapsing houses. The authors of the report also stated that many experts departed for 
Saxony where they believed mining had much more positive results (in part thanks to 
the newly arrived experts from Bohemia). This lack of capital can also be seen in the 
mention of mining in Výsluní and Hora Svatého Šebestiána where miners (e.g. Bürger 
of the town) operated the mines at their own costs. 

However, the report from 1665 did not mention a shortage of wood of which 
there was enough near Boží Dar, Horní Blatná, and elsewhere as one of the positive 
results of depopulation and the decline in mining during the Thirty Years’ War. The 
report’s authors proposed several measures to boost output, such as implementing 
regular quarterly reports, developing and attracting new experts, regularly paying the 
Tranksteuer (whose proceeds should have been invested back into the mines), and 
most importantly maintaining and confirming the historic privileges and honouring 
them without exception (especially exemption from billeting and contributions).43 
This should have created the so-called Gnadenhilff für die Berckstätte, or the gracious 
aid from the sovereign that should have supported mining and attracted foreign inves-
tors. 

40  On the sale of land among the lower nobility active in mining and the aristocrats in 
Ostrov, cf. Jiří ÚLOVEC, Bývalá panská sídla ve Kfelích a Hájku, Historický sborník Karlovarska 
2, 1994, pp. 70–109.

41  Mining experts from Hungary contributed to the report: Národní archiv (further NA) 
Praha, Staré montanum, Vizitační zpráva o prohlídce českých dolů, inv. č. 75, kn. 75.

42  In the case of Hora Svatého Šebestiána and Výsluní, it is noted that “[…] vorgangene 
höchstverderbliche Kriegswesen, mit Plünderung, Abprennung ihrer Heuser, und noch mit continu­
irlich unerträglichen Last der Contribution […]” – NA Praha, Staré montanum, Vizitační zpráva 
1665 (see note 41), f. 22v.

43  “Wann nun wider Aufkombung der lieben Berckwercke in disem Königreich, und zu wider 
Hereinziglung frembder Gewercken, die alsdann Ihr Geld ins Land mit bringen müessen, daß noth­
wendigiste Mitte list denen desolirten Berckstätten Ihre vorige Freyheit wider zu bringen.” – NA 
Praha, Staré montanum, Vizitační zpráva 1665 (see note 41), f. 57r–57v.
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Here (and similarly in other sources), Bohemia was understood as a realm that 
was not given good conditions for trade (to make it possible to import metals), but God 
did grant it mineral wealth that needed to be extracted if Bohemia was to thrive.44 Pre-
cious metals were to be used to make coins, which would be used to populate the 
abandoned mining settlements and collect more in taxes (primarily the Trancksteuer).45 
Besides these rationalized ideas, the report includes two fundamental, repeated, and 
interconnected motifs: hope (Hoffnung) for the future improvement of the situation 
which will be possible only if God gives favour.46

Although the report could make it seem the road to prosperity was clearly 
marked, success was mostly local and temporary instead of an expansion of the entire 
field. For example, a group of traders from Meissen was active in Boží Dar from about 
1687 with a monopoly on the production of arsenic on both the Czech and Saxon sides 
of the Ore Mountains. They were able to cover up to half the consumption of the Czech 
and Austrian lands.47 Sometimes, foreign capital arrived in larger amounts (most often 
from Saxony) in the end of the 17th century, but royal towns still could not rely on 
a  stable inflow of financial resources. Hora Svatého Šebestiána had problems after 
hosting Archduke Charles of Habsburg (later Emperor Charles VI) when he passed 
through in 1703, which cost a  total of 208 gold coins, causing the town significant 
problems.48 When Charles VI granted all mining towns in Bohemia a total of 18,000 
pieces of gold in 1714, Výsluní received only 331, which could hardly change any-
thing about its situation.49

Subject towns could acquire finances for prospecting from the lord and his 
partners. Měděnec was owned by the dukes of Saxe-Lauenburg and later the Mar-
graves of Baden, who basically did not have a problem accessing funds for the neces-
sary operating costs. The situation was similar around Místo in the Prunéřov-Ahníkov 
domain owned by the Martinic family, albeit there was a different geological situation. 
Contrary to the inhabitants of free towns, subjects had limited options in terms of 
mining at their own entrepreneurial risk. On the other hand, it must be said the finan-

44  “wo kein Berckhwerck gebauet wird, selbiges Land auch an Geldmitteln, wann solche 
etwa nit durch die Commercien, mit dergleichen Niderlagen und Jahrmarckten dises Königreich nit, 
aber mit Berckwercken genug Gott Lob versehen ist, gebracht worden, grossen Mangel leiden muß.” 
– NA Praha, Staré montanum, Vizitační zpráva 1665 (see note 41), f. 57r.

45  “[…] das Land wird volckreicher wegen Zulauff der Berckleuthe.” – NA Praha, Staré 
montanum, Vizitační zpráva 1665 (see note 41), f. 58r.

46  Appears in various modifications: “Gottes Seegen”, “ob Gott Will”, “Gott gibt im Berck­
werckh Glück”.

47  M. URBAN et al., Horní města Krušných hor. Karlovarský kraj (see note 3), p. 72.
48  J. HRBEK, Panovnický majestát (see note 4), p. 272.
49  M. URBAN et al., Horní města Krušných hor. Ústecký kraj (see note 3), p. 306.
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cial aspect wasn’t everything. The symbolic importance of mining was also significant 
as testified to by court festivals attended by miners and the use of mining motifs.50 The 
ability to extract wealth from the Earth was a part of the sovereign’s representation; 
also the miners and townsmen of the mining towns were proud of their privileges.

Another problem that appeared in the 18th century was a scarcity of wood as 
a key raw material needed for lining mines, pipework, and making charcoal.51 The 
available information makes it appear there was sufficient wood only in the chamber 
estate of Přísečnice (Pressnitz), where it was appropriately protected. On the contrary, 
free mining towns without a surrounding hinterland were primarily troubled by a lack 
of wood, which partially limited mining and the processing of metals, and specifically 
their profitability. The Margraves of Baden solved the problem of wood scarcity in 
Měděnec by importing it from neighbouring Hauenštejn. The dense forests around 
Přísečnice, however, complicated the lives of farmers in the surrounding domains be-
cause overpopulated animals in the forests ate from the fields and off young trees. The 
most affected areas were those around Měděnec and Místo.52

The forests are also covered in the 1722 visitation report focused on the state 
of mining in Bohemia. About 300 centners of tin were mined from Horní Blatná each 
year, but commissioners received complaints about great poverty as the inhabitants 
could only grow oats. The profits from mining were small, and people could not make 
a livelihood. Mills that produced cobalt-coloured dyes around Blatná fared somewhat 
better. There were five in the area, and they were supported by Dutch capital.53 How-
ever, operations were threatened by a lack of wood in the Blatná-Boží Dar forest dis-
trict where inspectors proposed adjusting of the forest management. Tin and silver 
were mined at Boží Dar, but the commission focused on conflicts between the munici-
pal council and the priest. The town was also displeased that some of the profits from 
the local mines went to the church, school, and hospital in Jáchymov (which was be-
cause of the superiority of its mining authority and meant insufficient means for the 
local church administration), instead of remaining in the settlement. The hospital was 
an especially crucial institution because it provided for the poor and handicapped that 
were abundant in mining towns. The burghers of Hora Svatého Šebestiána and Výsluní 

50  For Bohemia: J. HRBEK, Panovnický majestát (see note 4), p. 418; for Saxony: Helen 
WATANABE O’KELLY, Court Culture in Dresden from Renaissance to Baroque, London 2002, 
pp. 100–129; Sebastian FELTEN, Mining culture, labour, and the state in early modern Saxony, 
Renaissance Studies 34, 2019, no.1, pp. 119–148.

51  A lack of wood appears in visit reports and in other sources: M. VOKURKA, Měděnec 
(see note 24), p. 27.

52  Aleš CHALUPA – Marie LIŠKOVÁ – Josef NUHLÍČEK – František RAJTORAL (eds.), 
Tereziánský katastr český II. Rustikál (kraje K–Ž), Praha 1966, p. 405.

53  Foreign capital was welcomed as “Geldt ins Landt” (NA Praha, Staré montanum, inv. 
č. 77, Vizitační zpráva o prohlídce českých dolů, 1722, kn. 77, f. 26v).
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complained of taxes on meat (Fleischaccis) and dancing (Ballimpost) that drained the 
local impoverished people and localities “down to the last drop of blood”.54

The conclusion of the report stated that although Bohemia is especially rich in 
various minerals, mining towns and miners faced a series of obstacles caused by poor 
organization, especially certain taxes and forestry policies to the detriment of the entire 
realm. Matters of billeting and contributions were completely irrelevant now. Another 
difference from the previous report is that the commission didn’t doubt God’s favour 
as much, which was obvious in several areas (e.g. mining towns) and could be seen in 
sufficient amounts of ore to be mined. Allegedly, the only missing piece were appro
priate conditions to jump-start mining and metal processing that would then bring fi-
nancial success.55 The authors thus concluded the crucial factor continued to be luck 
(bergmännisches Glückauff).

The third report is from 1733.56 Přísečnice’s hinterland (including the towns 
of Hora Sv. Šebestiána and Výsluní) had major problems with overpopulated animals 
that destroyed the already poor harvests, and with hunters and woodsmen whose job it 
was to protect the forests and the animals.57 While the miners lacked wood and had to 
pay for it (although the fee was low), woodsmen had the right to a portion of the wood 
from otherwise protected forests, which escalated the conflict between the Jäger­
parthey and Gebürgsvolckh. The commission also briefly covered complaints on some 
local officials. The conditions in mining and of the inhabitants were secondary in this 
report. 

The final report mentioned here will be the one from Jan Nepomuk Mitrovský 
of Mitrovice (1704–1760) from 1745.58 This report differs from the previous docu-
ment in its depth and level of detail. Mitrovský also covered the history of mines in his 
report so he could evaluate its development and the efforts of his predecessors. In 
Horní Blatná (where tin and cobalt were mined), he noted the historical mining of sil-
ver and copper and pondered their renewal. In the case of Boží Dar, he mentioned the 

54  “[…] annoch den letzten Pfennig bey diesen armen Leuthen aufzehren, und in übrigen 
solche arme Örther immerforth […] gleichsamb biß auf der letzten Bluthstropffen getrunket und 
gepresset werden.” – NA Praha, Staré montanum, Vizitační zpráva 1722 (see note 53), f. 35v.

55  “[…] der sichtbarhe göttliche Seegen sich aller Orthers erzeugen thue.” – NA Praha, 
Staré montanum, Vizitační zpráva 1722 (see note 53), f. 47v.

56  NA Praha, Staré montanum, inv. č. 78, Vizitační zpráva o prohlídce horních měst v Če-
chách, 1733, kn. 78.

57  Overpopulated games in chamber estates are a phenomenon typical for the reign of Char-
les VI – J. HRBEK, Panovnický majestát (see note 4), pp. 410–411.

58  NA Praha, Staré montanum, inv. č. 79, Vizitační zpráva administrátora Johanna Nepomu-
ka Mitrovského, 1745, kn. 79.
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report from 1589 that promised hope of success in silver mining.59 Furthermore, he 
was also not satisfied that the mined ore was transported elsewhere for processing (i.e. 
from Horní Blatná to Jáchymov and Horní Slavkov), and he noted the exception of 

59  “[…] sehr gute Hoffnung auf Silberwerckher vorhanden ist.” – NA Praha, Staré monta-
num, Vizitační zpráva 1745 (see note 58), p. 441.

Fig. no. 4. The map shows partial plots and forest stands in the Výsluní district, while suggesting 
the amount of wood in individual parts. – Source: SOA Litoměřice, Velkostatek Přísečnice, 
Obrysová a porostní mapa revíru Výsluní, author Johann Martin Schodt, 1730, inv. č. 3042. 

Online: http://vademecum.soalitomerice.cz/vademecum/permalink?xid=B7CF6E244E0E11E4A73
D782BCBB1BA8E&scan=7bc3da29090e49ec828afc61f93837b5 [accessed on 15. 5. 2023].
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Johann Franz Hössler, who processed tin in Blatná and employed several dozen peo-
ple.

Mitrovský proposed reducing the number of royal mining officials in Horní 
Blatná and Boží Dar and doubted the question of certain privileges as he believed that 
locations that mine precious metals (gold and silver) are needlessly favoured. He 
claimed there was nothing to say about Výsluní besides that it’s even more impover-
ished than Loučná. Almost no mining took place there since 1742, and the locals lived 
off growing herbs and spices, which caused him to propose stripping the settlement of 
its status as a mining town. Despite that, Mitrovský realized this bleak situation was 
partially caused by the recent wars and hoped mining could be re-started in the future 
(“Hoffnung auf reichere Anbrüche”). There were many caved-in and buried mine 
shafts around Výsluní as well as remains of iron works (Rudera). Mitrovský said there 
were woefully few locations where mining was still taking place, and one of the fre-
quent problems was the lack of wood.

Mitrovský’s conclusions nicely dovetail with the Tereziánský katastr (The 
Land Survey of Maria Theresa, 1757),60 which captured several problems: 1) infertile 
fields, which were often undermined and brought the threat of collapse; 2) a lack of 
wood; and 3) a shortage of labour in mining and seeking other alternatives, which be-
sides traditional crafts was exceptional in the growing and drying of herbs and spices. 
Together, all the reports cited show a picture of a difficult life in these towns that were 
greatly cared for in their founding, but where that was not enough to ensure their over-
all long-term prosperity when it became clear that mining (the reason for their found-
ing) could not bring the hoped-for profits. 

Attempts to renew mining did appear, but usually ran into the above-listed prob-
lems stemming from the character and accessibility of deposits, a lack of wood, and 
organizational problems. It’s thus not surprising that ideas about renewal mostly came 
from mining officials or a consortium of foreign miners (usually from Saxony), that 
could apply technological know-how and access to capital. Foreign prospectors and 
engineers were also invited, usually from Hungary. An interesting example is the sur-
vey performed in 1747 around Měděnec (owned by Baden-Baden margraves in that 
time) by Georg Ernest Mulz of Walda, a member of a western Bohemian noble family 
who was named the royal mining inspector in Hungary.61 More often, however, these 
surveys by Hungarian experts took place in the sovereign’s districts (chamber manors 

60  Cf.  the respective localities in A. CHALUPA – M. LIŠKOVÁ – J. NUHLÍČEK – F. RAJ
TORAL (eds.), Tereziánský katastr (see note 52).

61  Státní oblastní archiv (further SOA) Plzeň, BTDK, Vyšetření cimentové vody měděnec-
kých dolů královským uherským horním inspektorem v. Mulzem, inv. č. 291, kart. 42. On the Hun-
garian mining inspector see Miroslav LACKO, Jerzy Ernest Multz von Walda (1688–1748), in: 
Historia Scepusii. Vol. II. Dzieje Spisza II, edd. Martin Homza – Stanisław A. Sroka, Kraków – Bra-
tysława 2021, pp. 381–383.
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and royal towns). The high initial costs and the risks of mining usually led to experts’ 
plans not being realized to the necessary extent to have a chance of being profitable. 
Another matter are the methods imported by these foreign experts. However, the 
sources do show hope for future profits from mining as recorded by officials in 
Měděnec, which at the end of the 17th century had a “wohl gute Hoffnung” about the 
output of silver.62

The descriptions of the topographies of the time also note difficult situations in 
the 17th and mid-18th centuries. Mining usually received great attention in these works 
and co-created an image of a fertile, wealthy, and well administered territory.63 Mining 
was a pillar of these town’s identity despite operating in areas that hadn’t made a pro- 
fit in years, mostly due to maintaining the prestigious status of a mining town.64 Topog-
raphies of Bohemia did not extensively accent these towns and mostly only mention 
Horní Blatná and Boží Dar and their former allegiance to Saxony.65 The authors most 
probably relied on general descriptions of the ore wealth of Bohemia under the in
fluence of the dismal situation in these areas, and were only more specific where 
mining and other sectors had more success (i.e. Jáchymov, Příbram, Kutná Hora, etc.).

Conclusion

A view of the unified urbanistic concept for these settlements could lead to the idea that 
it could have been a certain fad of the times the founders fell for. I believe, however, 
that the situation was more complicated as the founders acted as investors where the 
preparation of an urban centre was one of the investments that could provide but did 
not assure profit. Today it’s clear the towns studied didn’t reach their demographic 
potential in the pre-modern period. In other words (as the people of the time thought), 
they did not receive enough (of God’s) favour, to fulfil the hopes they had. Some towns 
still have only one row of houses around the original square and a few structures along 
the road. The decline in inhabitants that began in the first half of the 17th century at the 
latest partially transformed these locations into a more rural and pastoral nature along 

62  SOA Plzeň, Bádenská tajná dvorská kancelář, Bílá kniha, inv. č. 31, kart. 31, p. 371.
63  Martin KNOLL, Die Natur der menschlichen Welt. Siedlung, Territorium und Umwelt in 

der historisch-topographischen Literatur der Frühen Neuzeit, Bielefeld 2013, pp. 361–372.
64  J. BÍLEK – J. URBAN – L. JANGL, Dějiny hornictví (see note 3), p. 18.
65  Matthäus MERIAN – Martin ZEILER, Topographia Bohemiae, Moraviae Et Silesiae, 

Frankfurt am Main 1650; Bohuslaus BALBINUS, Miscellanea historica regni Bohemiae, Decada I, 
Liber I, Praha 1679; Mauritius VOGT, Das jetzt=lebende Königreich Böhmen, Frankfurt und Leip-
zig 1712. On the contrary, neither Blatná and Boží Dar are mentioned in Ignatius REIFFENSTUELL, 
Germania Austriaca, seu Topographia Omnium Germaniae Provinciarum, Augustissimae Domui 
Austriacae haereditario jure subjectarum, Wien 1701.
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with the development of other crafts (textiles, decorations, herbs, etc.), but they never 
rid themselves of dependencies on (sometimes relatively costly) imports of basic food-
stuffs. Despite partial success, these mountainous areas remained a  synonym for 
poverty into the modern period. Inhabitants (and partially owners) never lost sight of 
their privileges based on mining, which fostered their specific identities including tax 
benefits and exemptions from billeting soldiers. 

In terms of demographics, these towns reached the level of the 16th century 
only in the second half of the 18th, or in other words rather late. Hope for prosperity 
(and the associated continued residence of people and renewed interest from inves-
tors) that is often mentioned in the sources was sustained by sporadic discoveries and 
knowledge of past yields. Today, a minimis amount of people live in these towns and 
many buildings are used for recreational purposes. However, some aspects of the 
early modern effort to revive these peripheral areas remain germane. The latest are 
hopes for developing tourism or mining lithium.

Michal Vokurka
“Wohl Gute Hoffnung”: Ore Mountain Towns and Their (Non-) Development in 
the Early Modern Period

Six towns were founded in the Ore Mountains in a checkerboard fashion in the way mining 
settlements were founded in the Kingdom of Bohemia, at latest since 1547. This article dis
cusses the context of the founding of these urban centres and their development, with an 
emphasis on the 1620-1750 period which UNESCO characterizes as a decline in mining. 
The towns observed used a recognized urbanistic concept and were given a series of privi-
leges. Their founders hoped for fast growth. In practice, they had to deal with many pro-
blems and the hoped-for prosperity never materialized. The limiting factors included low 
mining yields, a poor demographic situation, the wars in the region, as well as socioecono-
mic, confessional, and environmental factors. Although none of the settlements disappeared 
completely, it was not easy for the studied localities to maintain an urban character and the 
privileges tied to mining. To uplift these towns and maintain the status of a mining town (or 
small town), steps were taken to renew mining including inviting foreign experts. Visitation 
reports have been used here as the main source testifying to the conditions in these locali-
ties. The officials’ conclusions also expressed the hope for better mining success in the fu-
ture as it was observed there is enough ore to mine and the main obstacles are a lack of 
capital, labour, and wood together with the poor administrational organization of mining 
districts. Despite the repeated revival of hopes in brighter tomorrows, these optimistic 
hopes were rarely fulfilled. Life in these towns was rather difficult for most inhabitants, and 
mining was a very limited source of income, which led to the development of other crafts 
independent of mining, including growing herbs and spices.


