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Jan Němeček

Introduction to the issue’s topic: New Views 
on the Czechoslovak-Soviet Treaty of 1943

Historical anniversaries, especially in the field of modern history, are 
increasingly attracting more attention and sparking stronger polemics, 
as they are often reflected in contemporary political history, both do-
mestic and foreign.

It is no different in the case of the Czechoslovak-Soviet treaty signed 
in Moscow on the 12th of December 1943, which evokes a whole range 
of emotions both in journalism and in historiography. This is also why 
the Institute of History (together with colleagues from the Institute for 
Contemporary History and other archival institutions) tries to involve, 
based on the long-term archival research of its staff (including research 
in the Russian archives in Moscow) as well as knowledge of the latest 
literature, domestic and foreign, in these contemporary discussions.

Discussions that are often in the spirit of reinterpretation not only 
of our national history but also of general history.1 Reinterpretations 
that are also reflected in the field of politics and which often fail to place 
the treaty in the wider European or even global context of the history of 
the Second World War.

It should be added that this was the case from the very beginning, 
starting with the negotiations for the signing of this international trea-
ty in 1943. Even the forty-year era of communist rule in Czechoslovakia 

1	 See the current discussion, or rather one-sided interpretation in the form of 
a discussion topic from 22 August 2024 under the title 85 let Paktu Molotov-
Ribbentrop: Dohoda dvou diktátorů, bez níž by 2. světová válka nemohla vypuk-
nout. Do the initiators of this workshop really think that without the signing of 
the Soviet-German Pact, Hitler would have stopped in his plans for world domi-
nation? This testifies to the ignorance of both the sources and the relevant 
literature, the volume of which is really large, because this topic is used politi-
cally both in the West and in the East, which is quite understandably reflected 
in the great interest of historians in it.
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did not contribute to dispelling the myths associated with it, but rather 
contributed to their further creation, when, especially during its first 
decade, it was impossible to deal with the interpretation of this treaty 
rationally, as it was seen as the basis of an indisputable alliance with 
the Soviet Union. Even within the ranks of the Czechoslovak exile, the 
situation regarding the meaning of the treaty was not uniform: we can 
find a wide spectrum here, from staunch opponents to equally staunch 
defenders. Only after 1989 was it possible to proceed – also on the basis 
of a systematic research in foreign archives, especially the archives of 
all the allied powers of the anti-fascist coalition (both in the West and 
in the East), to a truly comprehensive research, which dealt not only 
with the formation and preparation, but also the consequences and, 
last but not least, the completely neglected question of its further fate, 
i.e. its extension and then the preparation and conclusion of a new trea-
ty in 1970. The first step was the publication of basic source editions 
that made available the essential material not only on the topic of 
Czechoslovak-Soviet relations but also on Czechoslovak diplomacy in 
general. Stenographic records from the meetings of the Czechoslovak 
government-in-exile, discovered after 2000, became a  key source for 
both foreign and domestic policy.2 It cannot be said that we are at the 
end of bipolar discussions in this area, but I believe that in the coming 
years, the publication of editions will continue, whether it concerns 
government records or relevant volumes of the Czechoslovak Foreign 
Policy Documents edition, or special editions (bilateral in Czechoslova-
kia’s relationship with Great Britain, the USA and the Soviet Union) and 
also partial ones on the Czechoslovakia’s relations with other smaller 
allies (Poland,3 Yugoslavia, etc.).4

2	 Jan NĚMEČEK – Jan KUKLÍK – Jan BÍLEK – Ivan ŠŤOVÍČEK – Helena NOVÁČKOVÁ 
(eds.), Zápisy ze schůzí československé vlády v Londýně, vol. I.–V., 1940–1945, 
Prague 2008–2016, published in seven volumes.

3	 Jaroslav VALENTA – Ivan ŠŤOVÍČEK (eds.), Czechoslovak-Polish Negotiations of 
the Establishment of Confederation and Alliance, 1939–1944, Prague 1995 and 
elderly Czech version.

4	 See war parts of this edition issued in the years 1999–2015. Only two volumes 
relating to the war year 1944 are missing.

MD 32-2 - text.indb   13 18.12.2024   9:16:31



14

Even making the sources available did not resolve the conflicting 
interpretations regarding the Czechoslovak-Soviet treaty. That is why 
we decided decided to examine it more closely in the form in the form 
of a discussion seminar and sine ira et studio to clarify what this stand-
ard international contractual act really meant for Czechoslovakia. And 
no less to bring an interpretation that tries to remove the accumulation 
of untruths, mistakes and myths of past generations. The first attempt 
took place in 2013 at a  seminar dedicated to this treaty, which con-
cluded with the publication of a collective monograph a year later.5

We are now revisiting at this topic after another ten years, when it 
has once again resonated in society. Not only the professional public 
should get a view based on the latest research and knowledge of Czech 
and world historiography on the pages of Modern History.

5	 Jan Němeček et al., Československo-sovětská smlouva 1943, Prague 2014.
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