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vsak, zd4 se, s mnohem vétsi ekonomickou motivaci (ta se v nasem prostiedi
projevila az na samém sklonku 80. let). Zcela mimo ceska méritka je pak popi-
sovana exportni strategie polskych komikst, které byly vydavany i v zahranici,
a to zdaleka nejen v tom socialistickém (s. 113-116).

Zéavére¢nd kapitola (pojmenovand stejné jako celd kniha, tedy ,Komiks a na-
rod“) se soustfeduje na historické a ,pamétové” komiksy vyddvané po roce
2000, pricemz Stanczyk akcentuje témata nostalgie, traumatu a také ,zenské
otazky”. Podobné komiksy sice vychazeji i u nés a jejich vydéavani také casto
podporuje stét prostiednictvim grantii ze strany Ministerstva kultury CR. Ne-
zda se vsak, Ze by jejich prostrednictvim probihal takovy ,boj o obraz minu-
losti* jako v Polsku.

Jak Stanczyk specifikuje v ivodu, chce svou knihou pomoci ,,znovu-pro-
myslet roli populdrni kultury v budovani nédroda, legitimizaci moci a utva-
feni obcanstvi® (s. 4), a jelikoz se soustfeduje na to, Ze se tak délo predevsim
na zakladé ,kulturni vymény, prekracovani hranic a reimaginace zahranic-
nich dél* (tamtéz), ponékud tak demytizuje ¢i dekonstruuje pribéh o izo-
lovanosti polského (a do jisté miry vlastné prenesené i ceského) komiksu.
Kniha jiz ziskala i dvé v§yznamna ocenéni, jedno komiksologické (v roce 2023
Charles Hatfield Book Prize udélovamou americkou Comics Studies So-
ciety) a jedno v ramci vychodoevropskych studif (v roce 2024 George Blazyca
Prize udélovanou BASEES). I to ukazuje, Ze se zdmér oslovit polskym téma-
tem mezindrodni publikum zdafil. Cesky ¢tenat véak bude piece jen pod-
statné vnimavéjsim nez ten zdpadni a bude nachdzet mnoho inspirativnich
paralel i odli$nosti.
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Kyrill Kunakhovich’'s book, Communism’s Public Sphere is an examination
of public life under the communist regimes in Poland and East Germany.
His case study focuses on the cities of Leipzig (East Germany) and Krakéw
(Poland). With the work covering the period from 1944 to the collapse of these
regimes with the reunification of Germany in the 1990, it provides an in-depth
analysis and an insight to the complexity of everyday life and culture under
communism, and how culture played a role in both the political and public
spheres as an actor in its own right.



Zpravy a anotace ® 111

The thesis of Kunakhovich’s work focuses on the concept of the public
sphere, but takes the view that culture and cultural institutions became central
to communication between the state and society. He argues that, despite the
control exercised by the communist state in terms of freedom of expression,
there was still space for diverse discourse and practices within the public sphere.
This space could be found in the form of culture as a form of expression for the
elite as well as culture as a form of politics, and could be examined by how
this impacted the relationship between the state and society. He explores this
thesis throughout the chapters of his book, highlighting how culture as a form
of communication became a sort of political actor for both the people and the
state. This made for a complex and multifaceted relationship between the two.
He delves into this relationship by analysing various aspects of cultural life in
Poland and East Germany, looking particularly at the media, cultural institutions,
religious communities, and everyday interactions between the public and the
state. In doing so, this work contributes and broadens our understanding of
the concept of the public sphere within the context of Cold War-era Poland and
East Germany and provides a deeper perspective on the role it played within the
dynamics of the relationship between the state and society.

In terms of the structure of this book and his research, Kunakhovich
presents his comparative study in chronological order. This is one of the worKs
strengths. It allows for the overall argument to develop naturally, showcasing
the impact of the public sphere and opinion on how the Party approach
changed or adapted throughout the timeline of this study. Kunakhovich’s
writing is clear, making complex theoretical and historical material accessible
to a broad audience.

Overall, Communisms Public Sphere provides new insights into the nature of
how public and political discourse interacted and influenced social life under
the communists. By questioning current historiographical views on how
these discourses were viewed and approached under totalitarian regimes,
Kunakhovich provides a nuanced analysis that highlights the complexities of
the public sphere and cultural milieu in East Germany and Poland.
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TILL HILMAR, Deserved. Economic Memories after the Fall of the Iron
Curtain, New York: Columbia University Press, 2023, 263 s.

Jak silidé interpretuji radikalni ekonomické zmeény a jaky vliv majf tyto zmeény
na jejich identitu, socialni status a vhimani spravedlnosti? Na tyto otdzky se



