Foria Historica BoHemica 41, ¢. 1 Praha 2026

https://doi.org/10.56514/fhb.41.01.03

AlenaBoékova - Zdenék Zalud

BOHUSLAV BALBIN, THE KNIGHTS OF MALOVICE,
AND ARNOST OF PARDUBICE:
The Blending of Sacred History and Genealogy*

ABSTRACT

The study deals with the interpretation of the Latin work of Bohuslav Balbin Diva Montis Sancti
(1665), describing the Marian cult at Svata Hora near Pfibram, and its appendices. The second
shorter appendix of Diva Montis Sancti, called Auctuarium II, is historical-genealogical and
presents the history of the Knights of Malovice, the patrons of Svata Hora. The origins of Svata
Hora are connected to a legend about a Malovec knight that founded and dedicated the chapel to
St. Mary, and he named the locality out of gratitude for being saved from bandits. According to
Balbin, the miraculous statue of St. Mary came from the Prague archbishop Arnost of Pardubice,
whom he connects to the house of Malovec. Balbin also emphasizes the financial support the
family provided to Svata Hora and to the creation of the Babin’s book. Balbin thus became a pro-
ponent of the opinion that the knights of Pardubice and Malovice had a common origin based on
the story that circled within the Malovec family. Arnost of Pardubice is introduced as the main
spiritual adviser to Balbin’s beloved King and Emperor Charles IV, thus constituting the main
source of pride for the houses of Pardubice and Malovec. Balbin efforts to put into the collection
of materials supporting Arnost’s canonization were in vain.
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Introduction

Bohuslav Balbin holds a special position in Czech historiography in many respects,
because his historical works include extensive genealogical information, and he
wrote individual studies dedicated to noble family trees (among a myriad of other
subjects). Balbin’s romantic fondness for the past was driven by what he saw as the
traditions and order of the pre-Hussite period during the reign of Charles IV. Bal-
bin complained his contemporaries did not respect the legacy of their ancient
ancestors (antiquitatem patriam) and understood it as a laughably foolish relic
(anilitatem). As an educated Jesuit, Balbin complained of novelties (pugillus novi-
tatis) and ignorance of venerable traditions.” In the prefaces to his works and in
private, he passionately referenced what he felt was overlooked by the people of his
time: “Yet I have often desired to show that the antiquity of Bohemia has left us such
adornments of war and warfare, as well as of peace and sacred rites, that no one born
among us can be ashamed.”™

Following the example of Justus Lipsius, Balbin attempted to write a history of
holy sites while also undertaking genealogical research reflecting his view of Czech
history and in the spirit of Vaclav Hajek of Libocany (whose chronicle he read
several times as a child).” This study will examine Balbin’s thematic shifts from
sacred history to history (or more accurately national history) and genealogy by
examining his addition of Arnost of Pardubice to (both sacred and profane) Czech
history and his work on the family tree of the knights and lords of Malovice.

Bohuslav BALBIN, Historiae Beatissimae Virginis in Sancto Monte Societatis Jesu Auctarium II,
quod illustrissimae, generosissimae et antiquissimae stripis Baronum et Equitum Maloveciorum
antiquitates complectitur, Praha 1665 (from here cited as Auctuarium II), p. [a2r]. On the begin-
nings of Balbin’s historical works, compare with Jan P. KUCERA - Jiii RAK, Bohuslav Balbin
a jeho misto v ceské kulture, Praha 1983, pp. 119-120.

Auctuarium I1, p. [a2v]: “lllud tamen saepe cupiebam ostendere antiquitatem Bohemiae ea nobis
belli militiaeque tum etiam pacis ac sacrorum decora reliquisse, ut neminem, natum apud nos esse,
pudere possit.“ This passage is pointed out by Kamil KROFTA, O Balbinovi déjepisci, Praha
1938, p. 13. Compare with Wiadystaw BOBEK, Bohuslav Balbin, Bratislava 1932, p. 76, note
98, mentioning Balbin‘s sigh in a letter dated 11 January 1659: .../ nam pauci - etiam inter
nostros Bohemos - patriam sciunt aestimare in rebus patriis hospites et peregrini.”

Bohuslav BALBIN, Miscellaneorum historicorum Regni Bohemiae decadis I liber VII Regalis seu
De Ducibus ac Regibus Bohemiae, in quo gesta regum praecipua, tum genealogiae omnium fami-
liarum apud nos imperitantium [...] diligenti semper ad chronologiam respectu proponuntur et
notis historicis seu ethicis illustrantur, Praha 1687, p. 162: ,Statueram historiam patriam (cui
a puero parvulo deditissimus eram, ut etiam septennis, ter et quater Hagecii Historiam pervolve-
rim) illustrare.” Compare with W. BOBEK, Bohuslav Balbin, p. 30.

2
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Diva Montis Sancti, Auctuaria, and the Knights of Malovice

In the early phase of his work, Balbin, in addition to poetic and pedagogical writ-
ings, which can be directly linked to his Jesuit teaching practice, focused on hagio-
graphic writings dedicated to Marian pilgrimage sites. He thus faced objections
about the Hussite wars, a time when “religious wars inundated the bountiful Czech
lands like a destructive storm that ploughed over the past, destroying historical sources,
and landmarks, with ruined sites of conflagrations quenched by rivers of blood covered
all the Czech lands and its piety.” Balbin refers to Marian shrines not as isolated
points on the map, but in relation to the surrounding landscape in an effort to con-
nect the sites with their glorious past and prove the Czech lands are rich in his-
torical localities.>

The first two Marian works are associated with Balbin’s stays in Ktodzko and
Brno. Diva Wartensis (1655)% tells the story of the miraculous statue of the Virgin
Mary in Varta (modern Bardo, now in Poland). Balbin split the work into two parts
(origines et miracula) where he discusses the individual miracles as well as the his-
tory of the town and its surroundings, the church, and the statue’s fate. Diva Tur-
zanensis (1658)7 is associated with the pilgrimage site in Tufany near Brno. It is
about half the length of the first work and does not include many non-hagiographic
elements, which Balbin said was because of a lack of time and historical sources.
Nevertheless, he included in the book a quasi-catalogue of 36 miraculous Marian
images and statues in Bohemia, Moravia, and Silesia, which he later expanded.

The pinnacle of this Marian triad is the work under analysis here: Diva Montis
Sancti (1665)® dedicated to St. Mary of Svata Hora near Pfibram. Balbin never
spent a longer period at Svata Hora, but he visited this place several times for a few
days in 1658, 1659, 1664, 1665, and 1668. This is the most extensive and histori-
cally most valuable of all Balbin’s Marian works. It was first published in 1665, but
Balbin began work on it in 1658 at the latest (he cites a letter from that year, which

9 W. BOBEK, Bohuslav Balbin, p. 31.

On the genesis of Balbin’s hagiographic works, Wiadystaw BOBEK, Uloha kultu maridnského
v déjepisecké tvorbé Balbinové, Sbornik Matice slovenskej 9, 1931, pp. 142-154; Wiadystaw
BOBEK, Bohuslav Balbin, pp. 30-35; J. P. KUCERA - J. RAK, Bohuslav Balbin, pp. 119-121.
Bohuslav BALBIN, Diva Wartensis seu Origines et miracula magnae Dei hominumque Matris
Mariae, quae a tot retro saeculis Wartae, in limitibus Silesiae Comitatusque Glacensis, magna
populorum frequentia colitur, clarissima miraculis, Praha 1655.

Bohuslav BALBIN, Diva Turzanensis seu Historia originis et miraculorum magnae Dei homi-
numque Matris Mariae, cujus venerabilis statua, prope Brunam indicio coelestis lucis in rubis in-
venta, magno populorum accursu honoratur, Olomouc 1658.

Bohuslav BALBIN, Diva Montis Sancti seu Origines et miracula magnae Dei hominumque Ma-
tris Mariae, quae in Sancto Monte Regni Bohemiae ad argentifodinas Przibramenses quotidiana
populi frequentia et pietate in statua sua mirabili aditur et colitur, Praha 1665.
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is a friend’s reaction to Balbin beginning work while also replying to his first trip to
Svata Hora). The writing was completed in 1661% and was translated into Czech in
1666 as Prepodivnd Matka Svatohorskd (1666)' by Matéj Vaclav Stejer who stayed
in Svata Hora in 1664-1666. The translator is not explicitly mentioned on the title
page, but Balbin gives us the attribution in his work Bohemia Docta."V Stejer made
significant changes to the book, omitting many sections and primarily focusing on
miracles. The Czech version of the work focuses more on the religious over the
national aspect, much like the anonymous German translation Heiliger Berg
(1668),'> which was most probably based on the Czech version.'>

In the first two Marian works, Balbin’s interest in history is overshadowed by
religious themes, but the proportion of history increased significantly in the third
work and is not as closely associated with a miraculous Marian statue. The author
placed these aspects into the first part of his work (origines), which includes ge-
neral musings about miracles and pilgrimages, a detailed description of the area
around a pilgrimage site and offers a lengthy history of Pfibram based on a rich
source base from both printed and manuscript works. The main topic, however, is
the description of the miracles in the second part of the work (miracula).

At the end of Diva Montis Sancti, Balbin adds two appendices (Auctuaria).'¥ The
first at a rather extensive 114 pages summarises various national history topics in
ten chapters. Balbin concludes the first chapter, which exhaustively describes the
region Podbrdsko, by explaining why he added this treatise to the history of Svata

) See the date at the very end of the work, Auctuarium II, p. [40]: “Giczinii in festo S. Wenceslai,
Patroni et haeredis Regni Bohemiae. Anno 1661."

19 [Matéj Vaclav STEJER], Prepodivnd Matka Svatohorskd Maria v zdzracich a milostech svych na
Hore Svaté nad méstem Pribrami hor stfibrnych den po dni vic a vic se skvéjici; z latinské historie,
skrz ctihodného knéze Bohuslava Balbina z Tovarysstva JeZisova sepsand, vybrand, v cestinu od
Jednoho z téhoz Tovarysstva pdtera preloZend, LitomySl 1666.

) Raphael UNGAR (ed.), Bohuslav Balbin, Bohemia docta, Praha 1778, pp. 417-418, entry Ste-
jer:  Item Historiam S. Montis in compendium contractam ex Latino Bohemice reddidit.”

12 Heiliger Berg oder Ausfiihrliche Beschreibung des Wunderthditigen Bildnuf8 Unser Lieben Frauen
ob dem Heiligen Berg im Konigreich Béheimb. Von wem dasselbige seinen Ursprung? Und mit
was ansehlichen Wunderzeichen es biefShero geleiichtet habe? Gezogen aus dem lateinischen
Ursprungs- und Geschichtbuch des Ehrwiirdigen Patris Bohuslai Balbini der Societdt Jesu Prie-
sters, Praha 1668.

13 Alena BOCKOVA, Balbinova Diva Montis Sancti a jeji dobové pieklady, in: Vaclav Chroust -
Zdenka BurSikova - Karel Vitak (edd.), Délam to k vétsi slavé Bozi a chvale vlasti: Bohuslav
Balbin a jeho doba, Klatovy 2014, pp. 70-91.

4 Bohuslav BALBIN, Historiae Beatissimae Virginis in Sancto Monte Societatis Jesu Auctarium I,
sacra memorabilia continens regionis illius, quae circa S. Montem sita est, ac brevem quandam
districtus Podbrscensis descriptionem, Praha 1665 (from here cited as Auctuarium I); Auctuari-
um II - see note 1.
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Hora. He is satisfying the requests of his friends for a description of the region, the
adjacent noble families, and the historical landmarks in the area.”” He then
presents his findings about the Podbrdsko region (which are then used again in
a shorter form in the Miscellanea historica Regni Bohemiae), the life of St. Ivan, the
history of the Zbraslav monastery, a detailed description of Karlstejn with a de-
scription of the crown jewels, historical notes on several surrounding castles
(Zebrak, Toénik, Zbiroh, and Tetin, complemented by a reference to the murder of
St. Ludmila of Bohemia) and towns (Beroun, Milin, and RoZmital), and a longer
history of the Hazemburg and other noble families, making this appendix prima-
rily historical-topographical.®

The second, shorter appendix (40 pages) is historical-genealogical and presents
the history of the Knights of Malovice, the patrons of Svata Hora, who financially
supported the publication of the book and thus Balbin devoted part of his work to
them. Before examining this appendix, we should first focus on the Malovec'”
family and Prague Archbishop Arnost of Pardubice, whom Balbin associates with
this family.

Balbin and the Knights of Malovice

From the beginning of the 14th century, the knights of Malovice operated from the
Malovice fortress located to the northeast of the southern Bohemian town of
Netolice. A stable characteristic of the family was their client ties to the Rosenberg
magnates beginning with Bohuslav of Malovice in the first half of the 14th century.
In their coat of arms, the knights of Malovice had a jumping half horse much like
other members of the lesser nobility and the lords of Pardubice. The various
branches of the house acquired estates primarily in the Prachen and Bechyné re-
gions. Of the eight Malovec family branches, the Pacov, Chynov, and Libé&jovice
offshoots were the most significant, as well as the one settled at Kimen Castle.
The rise of the family can be noted from the second half of the 15th century, and
two members of the family gain notoriety in the first half of the 16th century. The
first was Zden€k Malovec of Chynov who acquired Vimperk in 1494 and was
governor of the Prachen region and the Supreme Scribe of the Kingdom of Bohe-
mia at the beginning of the 16th century. Another Zdenék Malovec of Chynov (the

Y Auctuarium I, p. 5: ,Sed amici, cum primum auditum est Historiam Sancti Montis adornare, me
certatim monuerunt: darem aliquid antiquitati patriae (cujus illi me perstudiosum sciunt), darem
nobilitati, darem Podbrscensibus, et quid in eo districtu memorabile videretur, narrarem.”

16 K. KROFTA, O Balbinovi, p. 12; J. P. KUCERA - J. RAK, Bohuslav Balbin, p. 121.

' The family name Malovec was derived from the name of the settlement Malovice, which was
also the noble family’s domain.
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nephew of the aforementioned noblemen), gained renown in the 1520s as the
leader of a bandit gang that raided royal cities. In 1557, this Zdenék reported pro-
perty worth a total of 18,138 Czech schock groschen, which made him the only
truly wealthy member of the family.

The knights of Malovice mostly focused on financial operations in the 16th cen-
tury. The most successful usurer in the family, Bohuslav Malovec, purchased the
Hluboka nad Vltavou estate with its 916 subjects from Jachym Oldrich of Hradec
in 1598.'® Balbin personally met Jan Krystof Malovec Kosof of Malovec, who was
the lord of Kamen Castle near Pacov where Balbin occasionally stayed overnight.
Jan Krystof was the governor of the Bechyné region as well as being educated in
literature, philosophy, and law, a supporter of the Jesuits, a member of the impe-
rial court, and most importantly a person Balbin considered a friend.”

Connecting the Genealogy of the Knights of Pardubice and the Knights Malovec
of Malovice

Balbin saw the Malovec family’s support for the Marian cult at Svata Hora, and he
noticed the similarity of their coat of arms (a jumping half horse) with that of the
knights of Pardubice.?” After completing his studies as a novitiate, Balbin lived in

¥ House of the Knights of Malovice is listed in educational lexicons, compare with Jakub
MALY, Viastensky slovnik historicky, Praha 1877, pp. 478-479 (under Malovec); August SED-
LACEK, Ottiv slovnik naucny XVI, Praha 1900, pp. 723-727 (under Malovec). The usury of
Zdenék Malovec of Chynov was studied by Jifi JANSKY, Protiméstské opovédnické druziny
v jiznich a jihozapadnich Cechdch v letech 1514-1534, Taborsky archiv 5, 1993, pp. 63-135, and
Jiti DALIK, Lapkovskd druzina Zderika Malovce z Chynova, JihoGesky sbornik historicky 62,
1993, pp. 58-69. The 16th century Knights of Malovice were studied as part of research into
knightly financial activities by Vaclav BUZEK, Pozadi majetkového vipadku Divise Malovce z Li-
Cesky sbornik historicky 56, 1987, pp. 13-23; Vaclav BUZEK, Uvérové podnikdni rytifii Malov-
cii v predbélohorské dobé, Folia Historica Bohemica 14, 1990, pp. 135-194.

19 Balbin dedicated his work to all living members of the Malovec family, but according to Olga
KVETONOVA-KLIMOVA, Styky Bohuslava Balbina s ceskou slechtou pobélohorskou, Cesky
Casopis historicky 32, 1926, pp. 495-541, here pp. 522-523, he was only friends Jan Krystof
Kosof Malovec, governor of the Bechyné region and assessor of the Supreme Court. Jan
Krystof studied with Jesuits since childhood in an imperial convent and this is probably the
beginning of his relationship with Balbin, who describes him as being well educated in the
sciences, the most in philosophy and civil law, and always showed his affection for Balbin
himself and the entire Jesuit Order. The special nature of the mass dedication is explained by
the note testifying to family unity.

20 The Malovec family used a gold or silver half horse on a blue field, while the Knights of Pardu-
bice used a silver half horse on a red shield. Many researchers, most recently Zdeiika HLEDI-
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Klodzko beginning in 1638 where he learned the story of Arnost of Pardubice.
Vaclav Hajek of Libo¢any gave a significant amount of space to the first Prague
archbishop in his Kronika ceskd (Bohemian Chronicle) using Arnost’s biography
by Vilém of Lestkov. He was the first to recount the coat of arms story that alleg-
edly dated to the 12th century. As a soldier in the army of Bohemian King Vladi-
slav II, a man named JeSek, son of Kotouc¢, distinguished himself at Milan and re-
ceived a frontal (silver) half horse with a gold bridle on a red field as his heraldry.?"

Balbin thus became a proponent of the opinion that the knights of Pardubice
and Malovice had a common origin based on the story that circulated within the
Malovec family, the similarities in the coats of arms that differed only in their
colours (tinctures), and the works of significant authors (of which he only men-
tions Bartolomé&j Paprocky of Hloholy).?” According to Balbin, noble genealogy
cannot solely rely on the names of estates that change over time, but also on coats
of arms. He thus also sees a common origin among the variously-coloured roses of
Vitkovci families or the families that use lilies or tree trunks with roughly cut
branches in their coats of arms.?® Balbin noted the oldest reference to the Malo-
vice fortress coming from 1281, but he had no doubt the Malovec family was in-
cluded under the “of Pardubice” sobriquet in times past.?*

KOVA, Arnost z Pardubic. Arcibiskup, zakladatel, rddce, Praha 2008, p. 14, note the heraldic
half horse was also used by the Prague burghers Cotra in the second half of the 14th and the
beginning of the 15th centuries.

2 Jan LINKA (ed.), Vaclav Hajek z Libo¢an, Kronika ceskda, Praha 2013, pp. 790-794 (Arnost
of Pardubice), p. 466-467 (Jesek, son of Kotouc). JeSek’s bravery at Milan in 1159 was re-told
by Balbin in Auctuarium II, pp. 8-9.

2 Auctuarium II, p. 5: ,1d non modo communis opinio in Malovecium familia, quasi per manus
tradita, sed communia etiam insignia (quod potentissimum argumenti genus est) confirmant, ac
denique praestantissimi in patria scriptores et familiarum nobilium indagatores longe ante me
senserunt; nemo Bartholomaeo Paprocio Equite avorum memoria Bohemicarum et Polonicarum
Sfamiliarum (confessione omnium) scientior fuit.

2 Ibidem, p. 6: ,Non nuda nomina (quae pro varietate ditionum mutari contingit), sed Clypei &
Signa (quorum in Nobilitate fidissima custodia est) inspicienda sunt ei, qui cupit Origines Famili-
arum pernoscere. Uno alterove exemplo, rem totam, etsi apud doctos certissimam, comprobemus:
Quis vetustissimae gentis Proceres, atque (ut a Pontificibus leguntur appellati) Regulos, Dominos
de Novadomo, de Rosenberg, de Landstein, de Austi, de Straz (sic a ditionibus suis dictos) ab una
Stirpe nesciat prodiisse? Id vero argumento Rosarum praecipue probatur, licet ipsae Rosae colore
differrent: primi certe auream, alteri rubram, atque alii post hos candidam, caeruleam, adeoque &
nigram Rosam setarunt in Clypeo. Idem judicium de Stossiis, Kauniciis, Martiniciis, Tallembergiis,
Richnoviis & Augezdeckiis sagacissimus Paprocius tulit; idem omnis Antiquitas de Lippaeis, Berki-
anis, Lichtenbergiis & Nachodiis, Ronoviis, & Miczaniis; idem de Bechiniis, Kurtzbachiis, Zeidlit-
ziis, aliisque plurimis sensit.”

24 Ibidem, pp. 13-14: , Prima et antiquissima hujus stirpis sedes arx Malowitz longe ante annum
1281 fuit, a qua Malovecii appellati, faecundissima semper sobole Bohemiam militaribus viris im-
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Balbin, like Paprocky, admits he did not know the oldest origins of the half
horse heraldry, but this does not prevent him from saying the beginning of the
Malovec family can be seen in the early medieval period among the German nobi-
lity of the time (i.e. nobles on the territory of the erstwhile Germania). Balbin finds
the oldest references to the German nobility in texts about their participation at
chivalrous tournaments allegedly organized by Emperor Henry the Fowler.>® He
also notes that Czech nobles, including Vaclav of Pardubice, participated at a tour-
nament in Rotenburg in 942 organized by the Frankish Duke Conrad. Vaclav’s
name also appears in Halle, Saxony, where a tournament (hastiludia) was held by
Emperor Henry III in 1042. In this case, Balbin used a type of German Tirnierbuch
published in Frankfurt in 1578 as his source.?®

According to W. Bobek, Balbin was a student of Paprocky (who Balbin met as
a youth) in his genealogy work.?” In chapter 19 of the first book of the second
decade of the Miscellanea, Balbin praises Paprocky as the only genealogist active in
the Czech lands while criticising his lack of a sense of chronology and other errors:
“It is necessary to criticize, with an apology, his |Paprocky’s] excessive copying from
Hdjek's chronicle, and he thus unavoidably made the same mistakes. He also omits all
noble and chivalric houses that died out despite being the foundation of many families
that still exist in the form of mothers, brothers, and uncles. He also mixes knights,
lords, and those we call the bearers of coats of arms together. The latter are often of the
burgher estate.” Paprocky’s flights of fancy do not have a good reputation in criti-

pleverunt. Ante ea tempora suspicari possumus Dominos Malovecios sub nomine Dominorum de
Pardubicz comprehensos fuisse.”

) Ibidem, p. 7: ,Synceriorem Nobilitatis in Germania notam invenire vix possumus, quam Conven-
tum Baronum & Equitum ad publicos ludos, hastiludia & ut Antiqui appellarunt, torneamenta;
quae ab Henrico I. Caesare cognomento Aucupe, Magistri Philippi qui ei a Secretis fuit, consilio,
instituta, Nobilitatem omnem veram germanamque per 4. circulus divisam ab Anno 931. occupa-
tam in Equestribus exercitiis tenuerunt.”

20 Both tournaments, in Rotenburg and in Halle, were listed already in the Diva Montis Sancti
dedication (Epistula dedicatoria - see more below), B. BALBIN, Diva Montis Sancti, p. [IX];
Auctuarium II, p. 7, this source is listed in margine: , Turnirbuch, Germanica lingua editus anno
1578 Francoforti, Ludovico Palatino dedicatus liber.”

0 W. BOBEK, Bohuslav Balbin, p. 33.

28 Bohuslav BALBIN, Miscellaneorum historicorum Regni Bohemiae decadis II liber I, qui est pro-
emialis ad stemmatographiam Bohemiae, Praha 1687, p. 108: ,Sed ad Paprocium revertor [...]
1llud quoque, quamquam excusate, nonnihil reprehendendum: quod nimis religiose Hagecii Anna-
les exscribat, unde necessum fuit iisdem erroribus involvi; Omittit praeterea omnes Dominorum &
Equitum Familias, quae perierunt, cum ab iis per Matres, imo etiam per Fratres & Patrueles com-
plures, quae adhuc supererant, Bohemorum Stirpes descendant. Denique Equites, VVladicas, &
eos quos vocamus Erbowni confundit, ex quibus postremi Civilem Statum saepe non excedunt [...].“
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cal 20th-century historiography.” According to Kamil Krofta, “Balbin’s genealogi-
cal interpretations are the clearest example of his uncritical gullibility where he trusts
Hdajek and Paprocky to an incredible extent.”®

Let us first look at what Bartoloméj Paprocky wrote about the family ties be-
tween the Malovec family and the Knights of Pardubice. On page 123 of his Diado-
chos, he writes about the Malovec family: “This family is very old in the Kingdom of
Bohemia and uses a coat of arms of half a white horse on a red field, which was also
used by the first Archbishop of Prague, Arnost, who was from Pardubice, as well as oth-
ers from the same family, according to older accounts, who were from Pardubice ear-
lier than anywhere else [...].”*V Paprocky claims that, according to “ancient records”
the Malovec family used to be from Pardubice rather than elsewhere (e.g., Malo-
vice, Chynov, Pacov, etc.). The problem is that he did not provide a reference to
such records (he does not cite them below) and thus based his evidence on the
similarity or correspondence of heraldic figures. It can be argued that at the time
of the publication of Paprocky‘s Diadochos (1602), in Czech estates society, the
similarity of figures in the old family coat of arms (used even before the “closure of
the estates” at the end of the 15th century) was considered sufficient proof of com-
mon family origin, even in the case of property disputes. The use of heraldic colors
(tinctures) in family heraldry by “old families” (where tinctures were not clearly
defined by coat of arms privilege) was also at the discretion of the users of these
coats of arms.’® However, these heraldic arguments can be countered by Pa-
procky’s insufficient genealogical research, which Balbin did not take into account.

The genealogy of families with a horse in their coat of arms has already been
studied by August Sedladek and Josef Vitézslav Simak, and Frantisek Sebek and
Zdenka Hledikova have based their research on their work. The latter researcher
states that: “/.../ the same coat of arms is documented sporadically among a number

2 Frantisek KUTNAR - Jaroslav MAREK, Prehledné déjiny ceského a slovenského déjepisectvi,
Praha 1997, p. 86; compare with the study about B. Paprocky in this collective work.

30 K. KROFTA, O Balbinovi, p. 32: ,V Balbinovych vykladech genealogickych zraci se jeho nekri-
tickd lehkovernost snad nejvice: tu jde za Hdjkem, Paprockym s diivérivosti skoro neuvéritelnou.”

30 Bartolomé& PAPROCKY Z HLOHOL, Diadochos, id est Successio, v Praze 1602, p. 123: ,Rod
tento velice jest ddavny v Krdlovstvi ceském a uziva za erb piil koné bilého v poli cerveném, jakéhoz
uzival i prvni arcibiskup prazsky Arnost a psal se z Pardubic, jakoZ i pochdzejici z rodu toho tolikéz,
vedle vypravovdni paméti ddvnéjsich, psali se z Pardubic ddavnéji nezli odkud jinud.*

32 Srov. Robert SIMUNEK, Reprezentace ceské stiedovéké slechty, Praha 2013, p. 153: , Erbovni
znameni bylo samo o sobé (tedy v nedéleném stitu) casto vyrazem pribuzenské vazby a shoda erbii,
resp. erbovni figury, pricemz barvy se mohly lisit, byla v tomto smyslu také vnimdna. [...] Vedle toho
ale existovaly shody erbovnich znameni, s jejichz vykladem si nevime prilis rady a pokladdme je za
indikator blize nespecifikované socidlni (spise nez pribuzenské) vazby. [...] A konecné tu pFistupuje
Jjesté specificky typ vazby - snaha prdvé na zdkladé (shody nebo podobnosti) erbovniho znameni
deklarovat pribuzenstvi.”
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of minor yeoman families throughout Bohemia, at the beginning of the second half of
the 13th century in the Pilsen, Prdachen and Bechyné regions, and somewhat later also
in the Kourim region. Their single family origin is quite likely, but with such a wide
dispersion, it is hardly provable. [...] It was Balbin again who classified Archbishop
Arnost into the Malovec family when he identified him with the family that was most
active in his time among those who used the coat of arms of a half-horse in a jump. [...]
1t is worth noting that it was probably thanks to Balbin that the Malovec family adopt-
ed this tradition, and in their own family, in the branch from Chynov, Ckyné, and
Skalice, we find the name Arnost at least once in every generation from the second half
of the 17th century onwards [...].” 3¥ Balbin took the liberty of explicitly expressing
the implicit connection between the Malovec family and the knights of Pardubice,
most likely after consulting with the Malovec family, probably with Jan Krystof,
whom he referred to as his friend.

However, Balbin’s elaboration of the historical hypothesis is not unique in this
case. He similarly elaborates on Arnost’s alleged refusal of Charles IV’s request to
crown his son Wenceslas as King of Bohemia in less than two years. Balbin took
a brief explanation from Jan Dubravius’s Historiae Regni Boiemiae and expanded it
into a more extensive scene of arguing men, where he quotes direct speech and
suggests that Arnost foresaw misfortune (the spread of the Hussite heresy) in the
future under the rule of Wenceslas IV.3

33 7. HLEDIKOVA, Arnost z Pardubic, pp. 13-14: ,[...] stejné erbovni znameni je dolozeno roztrou-
Sené u rady drobnych zemanskych rodii po Cechdch, pocdtkem druhé poloviny 13. stoleti na Plzeri-
sku, Prdacherisku, Bechynsku, o néco pozdeji také na Kourimsku. Jejich jediny rodovy piivod je sice
dosti pravdépodobny, ale pri tak velkém rozptylu blize sotva prokazatelny. [...] Byl to opét Balbin,
kdo zaradil Arnosta arcibiskupa do rodu Malovci, kdyz ho ztotoZnil s rodem, ktery z téch, jez uzi-
valy erbovni znameni piilkoné ve skoku, byl v jeho dobé nejaktivnéjsi. [...] Stoji pFitom za zazname-
ndni, Ze nejspise diky Balbinovi vzali Malovci tuto tradici za svou a ve vlastnim rode, ve vétvi
z Chynova, na Ckyni a Skalici, se pak od druhé poloviny 17. stoleti setkdvime v kaZdé generaci
alespon jednou se jménem Arnost [...[.“

3 Jan DUBRAVIUS, Historiae Regni Boiemiae, Prostéjov 1552, p. CXLr: ,/Carolus] [...] visoque
Venceslao filiolo, quem ei anno priore uxor Anna peperit, cogitare in animo coepit, ut illum mature
Regi consortem faceret. Hujusque consilii Arnestum Archiepiscopum, cui summam rerum omnium
fidem habebat, participem facit. Probat ille rem, sed de tempore nonnihil addubitat, an in ipsa in-
fantia, antequam se Regem esse sentiat, uti Rex coronari debeat? Annuentibus deinde caeteris
primoribus, nihilque referre dicentibus, utrum infans, an adultus filius sit, quem pater superstes in
consortium regni vocet, Arnestus Venceslaum non plus quam sesquiannum agentem ungit & coro-
nat [...J.“ It should be added that although Dubravius‘s main source is Vaclav Hajek of Liboca-
ny, he did not mention Arnost's hesitation regarding the coronation. Bohuslav BALBIN, Vita
Venerabilis Arnesti (vulgo Ernesti), primi Archiepiscopi Pragensis, Praha 1664, pp. 301-302:
Charles IV first asked his nobles, who approved his coronation, and then Arnost: ,Az ecce unus
ille fidenter (praesagus forsitan futurorum ex Wenceslao Rege malorum) modeste, ut solebat, ad-
versari Caesaris consilio, & excusare Wenceslai infantiam coepit. Regnum non nudam aliquam
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The matter can therefore be summarized as follows: Paprocky did not explicitly
express the kinship between the two families (knights of Pardubice and Malovec
family), although he probably considered it, while Balbin suspected it on the basis
of analogies with other noble families, and because it suited his interpretation, he
became its main proponent.

The Structure and Content of Auctuarium II and the Role of Arnost of Pardubice

The Auctuarium about the Malovec family begins with a foreword where Balbin
positions himself as a lover of the ancient majesty of noble houses. After praising
the ancient nature of the German nobility, Balbin defines the term “nobility”, and
he connects the Malovec family with the knights of Pardubice in the third chapter.
The story of the house’s half horse heraldry from 1159 is in the chapter five. In the
following chapter, Balbin dispels doubts about the relations between the houses
documented in the 13th and 14th centuries with an event from the 12th century.
He also debates this controversial matter with Jifi Kruger and quotes from this let-
ter.

Arnost of Pardubice is briefly introduced in the seventh chapter as the first arch-
bishop of Prague and the main spiritual adviser to Balbin’s beloved King and Em-
peror Charles IV, thus constituting the main source of pride for the houses of Par-
dubice and Malovec. Here, Balbin refers to his finished biography of Arnost of Par-
dubice, Vita Venerabilis Arnesti (1664),> and the miracle of Arnost’s grave

dignitatem sees, sed onus maximum |[...J.“ In response to Arnost's objection regarding the diffi-
cult task of governing placed on the shoulders of a small child, Charles IV reportedly told
Arnost that he would provide his son with advisors (including Arnost) to guide him: ,, /.../ sed
ut filio quaque Wenceslao cognita essent, id ver se curaturum; providisse jam viros idoneos probita-
te, prudentia & curarum Regni non expertes, primumque ac Principem ipsum Arnestum fore [...].“
Only then did Arnost allow himself to be persuaded to be crowned: , Haec postrema Caesaris
ad Arnestum dicta Proceres [...] approbant [...] adeoque victus omnium precibus, Venerabilis Archi-
episcopus, in Wenceslai infantis coronationem fero tandem consentit.”

B. BALBIN, Vita Venerabilis Arnesti. An analysis of Balbin’s book about Arnost of Pardubice,
which was the first scholarly historical biography in Czech historiography, was performed by
K. KROFTA, O Balbinovi, pp. 17-19; and in more detail by Jan Kapistran VYSKOCIL, Arnost
z Pardubic a jeho doba, Praha 1947, and later J. P. KUCERA - J. RAK, Bohuslav Balbin,
pp. 121-123. Despite Balbin’s efforts to be critical and careful as demonstrated by his opening
overview of sources, he still accepted unfounded reports that agreed with his anti-Reformation
views. For example, from Historiae Regni Boiemiae by Jan Dubravius (Jan Skala of Doubravka)
Balbin accepted the opinion that Arnost of Pardubice attempted to dissuade Charles IV from
crowning the two-year-old Wenceslas on 15 June 1363 because divine inspiration gave him
a premonition of Wenceslas’s unfortunately reign that gave rise to the Hussites - compare with

3

&
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becoming moist with a liquid similar to oil. Beginning in the 1650s, Balbin wanted
to expand the veneration of Arnost of Pardubice; something he agreed upon with
Albert Chanovsky (who declared the archbishop’s saintly reputation in the
Ktodzko county in his work Vestigium Bohemiae Piae from 1659), as well as with
Jifi Kruger (who claimed Arnost lived a holy life in his work Sacri pulveres).’®
Balbin’s biography suggests the efforts he put into the collection of materials sup-
porting ArnoSt’s canonization. However, Arnost of Pardubice’s potential saint-
hood was put on the backburner by the canonization of a person that was better
suited for the Catholic-Protestant debate about confession: the patron of confes-
sors St. John of Nepomuk.>”

Although Arnost of Pardubice still appears in the iconography of the first half of
the 18th century as the creator of the Saint Mary of Svata Hora statue or its pious
admirer, his cult was overshadowed by other saints in Bohemia during the Baroque
period. Arnost remained Balbin’s genealogical hero despite the modern research
by Frantisek Sebek not being able to find any reliable sources connecting the
knights of Pardubice (or of Hostina) to the knights of Malovice.*®

Balbin’s genealogy of the Malovec family continues in the eighth chapter with
the definition of the house’s four main branches. The ninth chapter introduces the
family’s seats and estates: Malovice, Pacov, Kdmen, Kamenice nad Lipou, Chynov,
Vimperk, etc. And the tenth chapter covers whether to include Fridrich Ludvik
of Malovice among the Malovec knights even though he was awarded different
heraldry.

Chapters 11-26 of the Auctuarium II are the results of Balbin’s thorough study
of official documents and charters. He first lists the offices and positions that
members of the Malovec family held (supreme royal scribe, assessor at the land
court, etc.). He also emphasises the importance of Sigismund Luxembourg for
bringing knights into the land court, and especially members of the house of

B. BALBIN, Miscellanea I, VII, liber Regalis, p. 170: , Wenceslaus nondum biennis Rex Bohemiae
(multum retinente Ernesto Archiepiscopo Pragensi, viro sancto, qui totus ex coelo pendebat et inde
rerum futurarum significationes capiebat) in altari S. Mauritii in ecclesia Pragensi coronatus est.”
This episode of Arnost’s futile efforts against Charles’s will became part of modern historiog-
raphy until the 20th century; compare with Jifi SPEVACEK, Viclay IV, 1361-1419. K predpo-
kladiim husitské revoluce, Praha 1986, p. 46.

36 Petr KUBIN, Otdzka Arnostova svatoieceni, in: Lenka Bobkova - Ryszard Gladkiewicz - Petr
Vorel (edd.), Arnost z Pardubic (1297-1364): osobnost - okruh - dédictvi = postac¢ - §ro-
dowisko - dziedzictwo, Praha - Pardubice - Wroctaw 2005, pp. 93-106, here p. 105.

31 Jan ROYT, Tkonografie Arnosta z Pardubic ve stiedovéku a v novovéku, in: L. Bobkova - R. Gtad-
kiewicz - P. Vorel (edd.), Arnost z Pardubic (1297-1364), pp. 159-174, here p. 164.

3% Frantisek SEBEK et al., Déjiny Pardubic I, Pardubice 1990, p. 47, see family tree on p. 52;
compare with Frantisek SEBEK, Arnost z Pardubic a jeho rod, in: L. Bobkova - R. Gladkiewicz
- P. Vorel (edd.), Arnost z Pardubic (1297-1364), pp. 83-91.



BOHUSLAV BALBIN, THE KNIGHTS OF MALOVICE, AND ARNOST OF PARDUBICE:
THE BLENDING OF SACRED HISTORY AND GENEALOGY 47

Malovec (in 1437). Balbin noted that members of the Malovec family were present
at the chamber courts, two members of the family were burgraves of Karlstejn,
and one became a member of the Knights of Malta. He also points out their par-
ticipation at land diets, in foreign missions, and their roles in reconciling conflicts
between other nobles. The Malovec family also had significant influence during
the accessions of King Sigismund in 1436 and his son-in-law Albert of Habsburg,
as well as during the election of George of Podébrady and the 1617 election of
Ferdinand II.

Balbin praised the bravery of the house of Malovec in wars against the Hussites,
the Turks, and the Swedes, as well as their loyalty to Bohemian kings. He also
noted the success some family members had at tournaments.’® Furthermore,
members of the family were squires (at the beginning of the 15th century) and ar-
migers for the Prague diocese (Armiger Pragensis Dioeceseos).*® The importance of
the Malovec family is underlined by the existence of a so-called death prediction
(praesagia / adminitiones mortis) located at Kamen Castle, showing an extraordi-
nary expression of the family’s divine favour.*"

However, Balbin does not comment on how the family acquired property. For
example, in the case of Bohuslav of Malovice acquiring the Hluboka estate through
usury, Balbin only states he focused intensively on economy.*” Balbin does show
the family’s good relations with other nobles through marriages with the houses of
Sternberk, Kolovrat, Ricansky, Talmberk, Cernin, and others (listed in tables A-
H).*» Ladislav of Sternberk even helped the Malovec family maintain its hold on
the pledged estate of Chynov, whose return was demanded by Jindfich of Hradec
in 1500.4%

) Auctuarium II, pp. 21-23.

40 Ibidem, p. 24.

4 Ibidem, pp. 24-25: , Referam verba ex Vestigio Bohemiae Piae R. P. Alberti Chanowsky S. J.: In
arce Kamen (quae antiquitus semper fuit Dominorum Malovecz) praenuncia mortis singulo-
rum erant tria lumina miraculose accensa et circumeuntia in terra in hortulo quodam dictae
arcis. Haec ibi. Id hodieque fieri asseruit mihi arcis illius Dominus Joannes Christophorus Malo-
vecz, Capitaneus districtus Bechinensis, amicus meus.“ Compare with Joannes TANNER (ed.),
Albrecht Chanovsky, Vestigium Boémiae piae seu Res quaedam memoratu dignae, quae in Boé-
mia, praesertim in districtu Prachensi et Pilsnensi, vel ab hominibus sunt pie erga Deum gestae, vel
a Deo hominibus singulari favore, aut etiam in poenam acciderunt, Praha 1659, pp. 186-187.

2 Auctuarium 11, p. 26: ,Habebatur haec ditio inter opulentiores Bohemiae, dicebaturque ex ea
singulis diurnis nocturnisque horis singulos aureos per annum totum Dominus ejus, Bohuslaus,
qui multum oeconomiae studebat, percepisse.

43 Ibidem, pp. 31-32; tables on pp. 33-38.

4 Ibidem, p. 29.
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Balbin shows a capacity for critical thinking in Chapter 27 where he retells un-
confirmed or more likely fictious reports about the family,*> the first from the time
of mythical prince Neklan around the year 700, the second from 1151, and the
third from 1090. The latter was associated with Zdenék Malovec of Chynov and
Vimperk, but the family only acquired Chynov in 1457, regardless of the fact the
event is incorrectly attributed to the reign of King Pfemysl.*® Chapter 29 lists the
major members of the Malovec family from 1384 up to the time of Balbin’s con-
temporary and friend Krystof Jan. The Auctuarium II is then completed by the
aforementioned tables of Malovec relations through the female line leading to sig-
nificant Czech and Central European noble families.

The Malovec Family in Diva Montis Sancti

The Malovec family plays a prominent role in the main text about St. Mary of Svata
Hora, Diva Montis Sancti,*” too. The introductory Epistola dedicatoria*® also acts
as a preface to the book where Balbin dedicates the work to five significant mem-
bers of the family, listing their names, estates, and the important positions they
held within the Kingdom of Bohemia.* He also explains why the work could not
be dedicated to anyone else: The origins of Svata Hora are connected to a legend
about a Malovec knight that founded and dedicated the chapel to St. Mary, and he
named the locality out of gratitude for being saved from bandits.>”

4 Ibidem, pp. 26-27: , Fabulae in historiam libenter adrepunt, omnibusque viribus pugnandum, ne
veritatis regnum (historiam) nobis occupent. Ridere eos soleo, ut saepe dixi, qui familiam suam,
nescio quarum litterarum argumento ad Nativitatem aut Crucem Christi revocant, quas litteras
Hierosolymis Majores eorum acceperint etc. Aliquid ejusmodi in familia Maloveciana habemus.
Ibidem, p. 27.

40 See note 8.

4 B. BALBIN, Diva Montis Sancti, pp. [III-XIV].

The individuals listed are: Jan Krystof Knight of Malovec from Malovice, Lord of Kamen

(1 1677); Pavel Knight of Malovec from Chynov and Vimperk, Lord of Bohumilice, Hospozin,

and Hradek (1 1666); Jan Oldfich Knight of Malovec from Chynov and Vimperk, Lord of

Ckyné, Zalezly, and Zdikov (+ about 1679); Rudolf Vaclav Knight of Malovec from Malovice,

Lord of Stritez, and Smilovy Hory (1629-1667); Jan Arnost Knight of Malovec from Malovi-

ce, Lord of Nahotany, Kladruby, and TaZovice.

50 B. BALBIN, Diva Montis Sancti, pp. [VI-VIL]: ,Quae vero alia S. Montis, templi ac statuae,
quam a vobis origo? Primus ex generosissima gente vestra (quod fama communi magnisque autho-
ribus probabitur) cum latronum multitudine oppressus quaereretur ad mortem, invocata in hoc
Monte Divina Matre, continuo quasi anulum Gygis accepisset, nulli visus, medios inter latrones
stetit et templum hoc Divae Virginis opiferae (quae velut Homerica Iuno aut Pallas caerulea nube
suos tegeret ac pugnae eriperet) vovit ac statuit, a quo eventu mirabili Sanctus Mons primum dici-

4
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According to Balbin, the miraculous statue of St. Mary came from Arnost
of Pardubice, who he connects to the house of Malovec.’" Balbin also emphasises
the financial support the family provided to Svata Hora and to the creation of the
work.’? At the end of the preface, he briefly summarises the ancient and heroic
history of the family, the origin of its coat of arms, and he lists the family’s most
significant members and the positions they held, which essentially foreshadows the
content of the second appendix.

All three topics permeate the text of the book. The origines sections details the
legend of Svata Hora’s founding, including the different versions of the story with
references to the corresponding sources (Chanovsky, Ferus-Plachy, Kruger). Two
chapters are dedicated to Arnost of Pardubice as the origin of the statue originally
meant for his stronghold in Pfibram. It gives a short biography of Arnost’s life,
which Balbin later extended into a complete Latin work. The date of creation of
the Diva Montis Sancti text here is important. It was completed in 1661 but was
published only in 1665. That is why when Balbin speaks about the life of Arnost,
he only states that his virtues would deserve their own book>® and then focuses on
Arnost’s activities in Pfibram. Balbin then published the biography of Arnost (Vita
Venerabilis Arnesti) in 1664, three years after this statement was written.>® In the
second part of Svata Hora’s history where he describes miracles (miracula), Balbin
mentions the Malovec family in passing several times, noting the people healed by
the intercession of St. Mary of Svata Hora and the gifts given to the chapel by the
family.

tur appelatus. Itaque ut apud juris consultos quaelibet res Dominum suum clamare dicitur, ita

Mons Sanctus et sacellum hoc venerabile, dum stabit (quod ut perpetuum bonum sit, vovemus),

Maloveciorum nomen loquetur ac celebrabit.”

Ibidem, p. [VII]: ,Statua vero Divae Matris mirificissima illa, |...] nonne ab Ernesto, primo Pra-

gensi Archiepiscopo, viro omnibus divinis et humanis virtutibus clarissimo (quem ab una vobiscum

stirpe descendere omnes nostrae restantur historiae) sumsit originem? Sunt adeo non pauci, qui
eam manu ipsius sanctissimi Praesulis excisam arbitrentur, neque modo ab exemplari suo et pro-

totypo (Dei Matre videlicet), sed etiam a sanctis Arnesti manibus, coelestem illam ac medicam vim

attraxisse suspicentur.” Compare the illustrations in this study, the painting of the Virgin of

Svata Hora with the note about the beginnings of the statue’s veneration (1348) in the top left

corner and its coronation in the top right corner of the painting (1732). Painting completed

around 1740 conserved by the Region Museum in Cesky Krumlov (Fig. 1, 2).

2 Ibidem, p. [VIL]: , Trecenti ab Arnesto fluxerunt anni, cum Mariana pietas reflorescere in S. Mon-
te atque haec a me parari coepit historia, primi vos ex omnibus Maloveciis, promissis auxiliis ultro
animastis authorem et cum subinde ad typum liber venisset, praesenti ope (etsi calamitates tempo-
rum patriam ad extrema deducerent) adjuvandum suscepistis.

59 B. BALBIN, Diva Montis Sancti, p. 118: ,Hujus Antistitis virtutes tantae fuere, ut peculiarem
tractationem mereantur.”

3 See note 31.

5
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Conclusion: The Evolution of Balbin’s Thinking and Literary Works

The blending of sacred and national historical themes can be documented using
further examples such as at the end of Chapter 8 of Diva Montis Sancti where Bal-
bin describes the statue of St. Mary in detail. Once again, he ties it to Arnost of
Pardubice and its similarity to the statue in Ktodzko that Arnost deeply venerated.
The more important discovery is that Balbin’s works harmoniously combine hagio-
graphic, national historical, and genealogical elements to celebrate the realm, its
saints, and God. It cannot be ruled out that Balbin wanted to include a biography
of a renown individual in each planned family tree: He made Arnost of Pardubice
a member of the Malovec family; Hroznata was attributed to being a Gutstejn; he
added a certain Jaro$ of Kolovrat to the Kolovrats, etc. Balbin’s gradual shift from
Marian hagiography to history was meant to go hand-in-hand with seeking out and
celebrating forgotten individuals from ancient times that had reputations for holi-
ness. He may have also favoured those families that had death predictions, so-
called praesagia / admonitiones mortis.>>

The topic of the Malovec family’s genealogy is notably connected with the first
book of the second decade of the Miscellanea where Balbin generally discusses the
topic of the nobility. This later text also sees the author emphasize the holding of
spiritual and secular offices and positions, participation in missions, the family’s
contribution to noble reconciliation, courage in fighting heretics and pagans,
Catholic orthodoxy, and pious patronage. In this respect Balbin also praises the
family’s headstones and heraldic landmarks both as sources and as memorials that
do not deserve removal or destruction. In Chapter 19, Balbin returns to his visit to
the town (probably Pacov) in south Bohemia where he witnessed the thoughtless
approach to material landmarks that concerned the Malovec family, which in his
eyes was another example of the inconsiderate implementation of novelties that he
often criticised:

“I know a town in the south of Bohemia, and when I visited to salute the local lord
1 found him and his people in the church at work whitewashing and repairing. Other
people were putting great effort into removing and breaking marble headstones and
stones while others were using measuring sticks to level the church’s floor, and still oth-
ers were whitewashing the walls of the church with new lime, covering the heraldry of
ancient nobles so none of them were visible, which seemed to besmirch them instead of
whitewashing them. There was a chapel in the southern part of the church founded as
a crypt by the previous lords from an ancient noble family whose house still exists, and
in it was a huge marble slab that can sometimes be seen at the rear gates of palaces

55 The topic of praesagia / admonitiones mortis was last examined by Petr MATA, Svér ceské
aristokracie (1500-1700), Praha 2004, pp. 98-108.
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that was used to lay out the symbols of the family. The current lord ordered this marble
be lifted and removed from the church, requiring extensive effort from his workers. He
also wanted to break the church windows with their artistically produced glass circles
depicting the same heraldry and replace them with clear circles without images.
1 smothered the lord with entreaties and objections disapproving of his intentions, but
it was useless. Furthermore, the church’s exterior was supported by columns and but-
tresses. These stone columns and supports were individually carved to represent half
horses®® (which was the heraldry of that family). The lord also decided to remove
these, and this would have happened had not the builders and architects uniformly
claimed the entire building would collapse after the removal of the horses, and thus he
was forced to abandon this intention. The eyes of the newer nobles were seemingly in-
Jjured by the sight of the heraldry and depictions of ancient people and [the new nobles]
believed they were presenting their novelty [...].”"

Balbin’s favour for ancient landmarks and landscapes is exemplified by the Auc-
tuarium I being dedicated to the region at the foot of the Brdy Hills. The work itself
includes an important text about Karlstejn, the Arx Carolina, as mentioned in his
letter.® For Balbin, this was the land of Charles IV and Arnost of Pardubice.
Karlstejn was the spiritual repository of relic paintings depicting a holy heavenly
army that supplemented the saintly patrons along with Svata Hora and the crypt of
the Premyslids at Zbraslav. The region has fascinating remains of ancient piety and
Bohuslav Balbin, like Albert Chanovsky before him, investigated and found rem-
nants of a pious Bohemia: Vestigia Bohemiae piae.

39 In Latin: medios equellos.

) B. BALBIN, Miscellanea II, I, p. 112.

%) The description of the castle survived in two of Balbin’s works, besides the Auctuarium I also
in the Miscellanea. According to J. P. KUCERA - J. RAK, Bohuslav Balbin, p. 121, the castle’s
description comes from a foreign author.
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Fig. 1: Virgin Mary of Svata Hora at Pribram, oil on canvas, around 1740; location:

Regional Museum in Cesky Krumlov, inventory number VU 669, photo by Zdenék
Zalud.
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Fig. 2: Detail from the above mentioned painting (upper left corner of the paint-
ing), depicting Arnost of Pardubice with the Madonna of Svata Hora, the date, and
the coat of arms of the Knights of Malovice; photo by Zdenék Zalud.
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BOHUSLAYV BALBIN, RYTIRI Z MALOVIC
A ARNOST Z PARDUBIC.
Spojovani sakralni historie a genealogie

SHRNUTI

V literarnim dile Bohuslava Balbina lze sledovat zanrovy posun od posvatnych
d€jin (hagiografie) marianskych poutnich mist aZ k rozvoji svétské historiografie,
vlastivédy a genealogie. Zpracovani tématu marianského kultu na Svaté Hoie u Pfi-
brami v latinském (pozdé&ji téZ do CeStiny pielozeném) spisu Diva Montis Sancti
(1665) jiz zahrnuje vSechny vySe zminéné Zanrové slozky. Balbin obohatil zakladni
hagiografické dilo o dva dodatky: prvni (Auctuarium I) popisuje podbrdsky kraj,
jeho pamatky a Slechtické rodiny v ném usazené. Druhy, kratsi (Auctuarium II), je
historicko-genealogicky a pfinasi rodopis a déjiny Malovcl z Malovic, rytifské ro-
diny podporujici marianskou Svatou Horu.

S ohledem na podporu, kterou Malovcové posvatnému mistu vénovali, a osobni
pratelstvi s Janem KryStofem Malovcem z Malovic poukazoval Balbin na podob-
nost malovcovského erbu (ptlka koné s uzdou ve skoku) se znakem rytifa z Pardu-
bic, rodu, z néhoz pochazel prvni prazsky arcibiskup Arnost. BEhem pobytu
v Kladsku (1638) se Balbin seznamil s hrobem Arnosta z Pardubic a dal§imi pa-
matkami na tuto osobnost v daném regionu. Jeji osudy nicméné znal jiz dfive,
mimo jiné z Kroniky ceské Vaclava Hajka z Libo¢an. Tento kronikaf byl prvni, kdo
uvedené erbovni znameni piilkoné datoval do 12. stoleti. Jako bojovnik ve sluzbach
Ceského krale Vladislava II. v Italii se JeSek, syn Kotouc¢tv, vyznamenal pfi dobyva-
ni Milana, za coz obdrZel do Stitu znameni stfibrného ptlilkoné€ se zlatou uzdou
v ¢erveném poli. Balbin rozvinul ve druhém dodatku k Diva Montis Sancti postieh
polského genealoga Bartoloméje Paprockého z Hlohol, jenz ve spise Diadochos
(1602) upozornil na shodu erbovnich figur rytiiti z Pardubic a Malovci z Malovic,
ktera se vSak netyka heraldickych barev €ili tinktur. Barokni historik se stal propa-
gatorem teze, Ze oba rody byly a jsou vzajemné€ piibuzné, pfiCemz odkazuje i na
staré paméti a tradici udrzovanou v rodu Malovcii z Malovic. Oproti tomu pozdéj-
$i badatelé v 19. a 20. stoleti upozornovali na rozsifeni znameni ptlkoné u celé
fady §lechtickych (i méstanskych) rodin ve vice ¢eskych krajich a vii¢i pribuzenstvi
vyjadfovali skepsi. Pfistup barokniho historika k Paprockym zdtiraznéné heraldic-
ké podobnosti ma paralely také pfi Balbinové praci s jinymi pfedlohami, napfiklad
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ve vykladu Jana Dubravia o nechuti Arnosta z Pardubic korunovat malého Vacla-
va IV. Ceskym kralem.

Ve spisu Auctuarium Il je Arnost z Pardubic pfedstaven jako hlavni duchovni
radce Balbinem oblibeného krale a cisafe Karla IV., z ¢ehoz se pak odvozuje zdroj
hrdosti rodu z Pardubic a z Malovic. Historik zde odkazuje na svou uz dokoncenou
biografii Arnosta z Pardubic (Vita Venerabilis Arnesti, vytis§téna roku 1664) a na
zazraky u Arnostova hrobu v Kladsku. Balbinova biografie implikuje usili shromaz-
dit dikazni material pro ArnosStovu kanonizaci. Moznost svatofeCeni prvniho
prazského arcibiskupa vSak byla odsunuta do pozadi kanonizaci osoby, ktera Iépe
poslouZzila v katolicko-protestantském sporu tykajicim se zpovédi, patrona zpoved-
niho tajemstvi sv. Jana Nepomuckého. Nicméné Arnost se nadale vyskytuje v du-
chovni literatufe a ikonografii prvni poloviny 18. stoleti jako tviirce a zbozny ctitel
Panny Marie Svatohorské.

Malovcové z Malovic sehrali v hlavnim textu Diva Montis Sancti mimofadnou
roli. Pfedmluva spisu (Epistola dedicatoria) predstavuje rovné€Z vénovani, kterym
Balbin své dilo dedikoval péti vyznamnym ¢lenim malovcovské rodiny, u nichz
vedle jmen uvadi téZ jejich panstvi, vefejné tfady a funkce v Ceském kralovstvi.
Ptitom vysvétluje, pro¢ dilo nemohl dedikovat nékomu jinému. Poc¢atky poutniho
mista Svata Hora jsou spojeny s legendou o rytifi Malovcovi, ktery zde zalozil
kapli a zasvétil ji Panné Marii z vdé¢nosti, Ze byl jejim pfispénim zachranén pied
loupezniky. Podle Balbina pochazi zazra¢na socha Panny Marie, umisténa na Sva-
té Hore, od Arnosta z Pardubic, kterého autor propojuje s rodinou Malovci. Je-
zuita Balbin také akcentuje finan¢ni podporu, kterou Malovcové poskytli Svaté
Hofte (spravované tehdy jezuity), a zminuje i prispévek na vydani jeho Diva Montis
Sancti.

Téma genealogie Malovcili ma rovnéz vazbu na pozdéji vydanou prvni knihu
druhé dekady vlastivédného dila Miscellanea historica Regni Bohemiae (Stemmato-
graphia Bohemiae), kde Balbin obecné pojednal o urozenosti, Slechtictvi a Slechté.
Podle n€j nalezi k atributim Slechtictvi vérnost panovnikovi, zastavani svétskych
a duchovnich ufadd, ucast na poselstvech a sluzba v diplomacii, pomoc pfi smir-
¢ich jednanich, statecnost v boji za katolickou pravovérnost proti kaciifim a poha-
nim a v neposledni fadé i zbozné donatorstvi. Balbina pobufovala neucta k vizual-
ni reprezentaci Slechtictvi (zejména k heraldickym pamatkam), kterou ve své dobé
pozoroval a kterou dokladal mimo jiné epizodou vybileni stén nejmenovaného ji-
hoceského kostela (snad v Pacové), z néjz byly také odstranény nahrobky. Tim
podle né&j zmizely dulezité prameny k poznani historie Slechtickych rodt s erbem
ptleného koné ve skoku, které se v ném nachdazely.



